


it- 
¢|- 
ts 
et 
ve 


‘ts 


°y 
ch 


ti] 
be 
nt 


ild 
al- 


ble 


a) 


vent 
int. 
ests 
Can 
ard 
nds 
gly 
out 
lead 

we 


ople 
ties, 
the 
eity 
net! 
1s a 
The 
ex: 
hesi- 
pro- 

ap- 
) the 
ipon 
shall 


bsti- 
ng: 
sum 


jeve, 
es 0 
y for 
ther- 
» his 
shall 


o the 


1,000, 
psolu 
of any 


will 
pres 
have 
tes to 
vat it 
eople 
at we 
from 





gee 5 


re 


Ses 


vas 


Hache eee RAR. RE 





33p Coneress, Ist Session. 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES. WASHINGTON, D. C. 


“WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 1854. 


“New Serigs....No. 62. 





$100,000 to $20,000. These men are entitled to 
some reward, to some acknowledgment from the 
country, or they are not. They are entitled to 
some reward from the Government, or they are 
not. There is no one here or elsewhere who will 
maintain that a higher act of heroism in civil life 
has ever occurred, or can ever occur. Such an 
act, then, deserves acknowledgment. The very 
nature of the transaction itself isan evidence of its 
merit; and all civilized nations regard services of 
this kind as magnanimous, heroic, and worthy of 
reward. It isa principle of maritime law that he 
who shall venture his life, or even his property, at 
sea, in tempests and storms, to pretect the prop- 
erty of another, much more to protect the life of 
yne or of many, is entitled to what, under other 
jrcumstances, would be called an extravagant re- 
ward. The law divides, by way of salvage, the 
whole value of the property saved, between the 
original owner and those who saved it from de- 
struction. 

Ifthe Government of the United States is to 
make a special acknowledgment, as it is agreed on 
all hands it should, of this great act, the sum 
which that acknowledgment shall cost is to be 
fixed with reference to our position and character 
not lesa than with reference to the greatness and 
heroism of the transaction itself. In regard to the 
first, | need not say to Senators that we have to 
sustain a character which we are perhaps too 
proud in claiming, as not inferior to any other 
commercial or political power on earth. Then 
the next consideration is the greatness and hero- 
ism of the transaction itself, as compared with 
others of asimilar nature; and on this subject I am 
sure that there isa unanimous agreement, that the 
history of naval and maritime affairs presents no 
transaction in which more devoted, persevering, 
self-denying hardships were undergone, from mo- 
tives of mere benevolence and humanity, than in 
this case. Then with reference to the effect of 
this proceeding as anexample, by way of encour- 
agement to similar deeds of heroism. If the amount 
is to be restricted, it must be wholly through fear 
that some evil will come from this legislation as a 
precedent? Now, is any man afraid, by appro- 
priating $100,000 to signalize the public appre- 
ciation of conduct such as that which elicits this 
reward, that we shall encourage too bold, too 
heroic, too disinterested conduct, in cases of peril 
and shipwreck, on the part of American seamen, 
or of seamen throughout the civilized world? Cer- 
tainly not. There is no danger of that. 

: I repeat, sir, if we are, by a special act of this 
kind, to show our appreciation of such conduct, 


itshould be commensurate with the greatness of | 


the transaction itself. Iam sure that if such a 
proposition had been made when the intelligence 
of the disaster and the partial salvage first reached 


the Capitol, there is no man who would have been | 


‘or cutting down the appropriation then to $20,000. 
We have no claim of property now to settle. We 
owe, oe no debts. We have a large sur- 
plus in our reasury. We are rich. Weare 
strong; and a Government which has no use for 
its surplus funds, except to buy up its own per- 
wal safe bonds at an advance of fifteen cents on 
« dollar, ought to make a liberal reward for bene- 
fits conferred by others at the peril of the property 
and lives of those who confer them, or it ought not 
to make a mockery of the virtue of gratitude at 
all. Let us, then, sustain our own character, and 
*ncourage our own seamen, and those of all na- 
tions, to emulate the achievements of the saviors 


of those who were perishing on the wreck of the 
San Francisco. 


Mr. GWIN asked for the yeas and nays on his | 


| —the 22d of June, 1852, as stipulated in the ninth article of 
| said treaty, $1,500. 


i and they were ordered; and being 
oo resulted—yeas 16, nays 21; as follows: 

a lows Eecests. Atchison, Butler, Clay, Dawson, Dodge 

Rusk, Seb, vans, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, Norris, Pratt, 
NA a Ma? Slidell, Toombs, and Williams—16. 

Cooper. Evercen e, Allen, Badger, Bell, Bright, Brown, 


» Everett, Fish, Foot i 
Mallory, Pettit, ‘Sewn , Geyer, Hamlin, Jones of Iowa, 


80n of Kentucky, Wade, and Wright—21. 
So it was rejected. 


Mr. BRIGHT, subsequent to the declaration 


62 


d, Shields, Stuart, Sumner, Thomp- | 


of the vote, explained that it was his intention to 


vote for the smallest sum, and hence that his vote 
should be recorded in the affirmative. 

Mr.GWIN. 
and insert ‘*$50,000,’’ and on that amendment I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 


taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 16; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Butler, Clay, Daw- 
son, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Hunter, Jones of 
Tennessee, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and Williams 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Brown, Cooper, 
Everett, Fish, Foot, Hamlin, Mallory, Seward, Shields, 
Stuart, Sumner, Wade, and Wright—16. 


So it was agreed to. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 


| as amended, and the amendment was concurred in. 
On the question of ordering the resolution to be | 


engrossed for a third reading, Mr. Toomss called 


for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered; and | 


being taken, resulted—yeas 21, nays 16; as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Chase, Cooper, | 
Everett, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Hamlin, Jones of Tennessee, | 


Mallory, Pearce, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Stuart, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, and Wright—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Brown, Butler, Clay, 
Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Norris, Pettit, Pratt, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Toombs, and Williams—16. 


The resolution was then read a third time, and | 


passed. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On the motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill from the House of Representatives, 
making appropriations for the current and contin- 
gent expenses of the Indian Department, and for 


| fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 


tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1855; which 
had been reported from the Committee on Finance 
with amendments. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think we shall get along 
faster, if the Secretary will read all the amend- 
ments, and if there be any to which any Senator 


| excepts, he can name it, and ask for a separate 


vote upon it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr.) 
If there be no objection, that course will be pur- 
sued. 

The amendments of the committee were as 
follows: To insert— 

For pay of five Indian sub-agents, for California, at an 


| annual salary of $1,500 each, $7,500; 


For pay of four Indian sub-agents in Oregon Territory, 


| at an annual salary of $1,000 each, $4,000 ; 


For pay of two Indian sub-agents in Washington Terri- 


| tory, at an annual salary of $1,000 each, $2,000 ; 


For pay of three Indian agents in Washington Territory, 


| for six months, ending June 30, 1854, $2,250 ; 


For pay of two Indian sub agents in Washington Terri- 
tory, for six months, ending June 30, 1854, 21,000; 
For pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes in Wash- 


— Territory, $3,000 ; 


or pay of six interpreters for the Indian tribes in Wash- 
ington Territory, for six months, ending June 30, 1854, 


| $1,500 ; 


For erecting buildings for Indian agents in Washington 
Territory, $5,000 ; 

For the reappropriation for expenses of the removal of 
the Catawba Indians to the west of the Mississippi river, 
and of settling and subsisting them one year in their new 
homes, provided that a home shall first be obtained for them, 


and that they shall be removed only with their own con- | 
| sent, $5,000. 


In the clause: 


For payment to the Chickasaw nation in full of the ex- 
| penses of their commissioners in negotiating the treaty of 


June 22, 1852, $1,000, 


| —to strike out “‘ June 22, 1852, $1,000,”’ and 


insert: 


In the following clause to strike out ‘‘ 28th”’ 


| and insert ** 29th:’’ 


For eighteenth of twenty installments for the purchase of 


provisions, stipulated in the second article of the treaty of | 


the 28th ofJuly, 1837, $2,000. 


In the following clause tostrike out ‘‘ thirteen” 


and insert ‘‘ thirteenth:’’ 


For thirteen of twenty-five installments for the purchase 
of provisions and tobacco, stipulated in the fourth article 


| of the treaty of the 4th of October, 1842, $2,000. 


I move to strike out **§100,000,”’ 


In the following clause to strike out “‘ eighteen”’ 
and insert ‘* eighteenth:’’ 


For eighteen of twenty installments for iron and steel for 
shops, st:pulated in the thirteenth article of the treaty of the 
24th of March, 1832, $540. 


To insert the following: 


For fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Navajos, pursu 
ant to the requirements of the tenth article of the treaty of 
September 9th, 1849, $5,000. 


In the following clause to strike out ‘* 27th” and 
insert ** 20th:”’ 


For interest to be paid as annuity, on $200,000, at six per 
cent. per annum, stipulated in the resolution of the Senate 
of the 27th of May, 1836, $12,000. 


In the following clauses to strike out ‘‘eighteen”’ 
and insert ‘* eighteenth:”’ 


For eighteen of twenty installments as annuity in goods, 
stipulated in the second article of the treaty of the 29th ot 
September, 1837, $10,000 ; 

‘or eighteen of twenty installments for the purchase of 
medicines; agricultural implements, and stock, and for 
support of farmers, physicians, and blacksmith, stipulated 
in the second article of the treaty of the 29th of September, 
1837, $8,250. 

In the following clauses to strike out ‘ third’’ 
and insert ** fourth,’’ and strike out ‘* of interest:’’ 


For third of fifty installments of interest, at the rate of five 
per centum, on $1,360,000, stipulated in the fourth article 
of the treaty of the 23d of July, 1851, $68,000 ; 

For third of fifty installments of interest, at the rate of 
five per centum, $112,000, being the amount in lieu of the 
reservation set apart in the third article per Senate’s amend 
ment to treaty, 23d July, 1851, $5,600 ; 

For third of fifty installments of interest, at the rate of 
five per centum, on $1,160,000, stipulated in the fourth arti 
cle of the treaty of the Sth of August, 1851, $58,000 ; 

For third of fifty installments of interest, at the rate of 
five per centum, on $69,000, being the amount allowed in 
lieu of the reservation of lands set apart by the third article 
per Senate’s amendment to treaty of 5th of August, 1851, 
33,450. 


To insert the following: 


For payment to Thompson Connoly and James Connoly, 
children of John Connoly, deceased, 3200. 

Stockbridges.—For the removal of the Stockbridge In 
dians to the country west of the Mississippi fiver, which 
has been selected for and approved by them, and for sub 
sistence for one year, stipulated in the eighth article of the 
treaty of 24th November, 1848, $7,000. 

Utahs.—For fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Utahs, 
pursuant to the requirements of the eighth article of the 
treaty of December 30, 1849, $5,000. 


In the following clause to strike out ‘‘ twenty- 
six’’ and insert ‘* twenty-sixth:”’ 


. For twenty-six of thirty installments as annuity, stipulated 
in the second article of the treaty of the Ist of August, 1829, 
318,000. 


In the following clause to insert before ‘‘ treaty”’ 
the words ‘‘ fifth article of the:’”’ 


For twenty-third of twenty-seven installments for pay of 
two physicians, stipulated in the treaty of the 15th of Sep 
tember, 1832, $400; 


To insert the following: 


For the expenses of holding a council with, and making 
presents of goods and provisions to, the Blackfeet, Gros 
ventres, and other wild tribes of Indians, immediately 
within or adjacent to the eastern boundary of Washington 
Territory, $100,000. 


To strike out of the following clause the words 
‘‘and farming to the lands,’’ and insert ‘‘ to the 
bands.”’ 


For the expense of making presents of agricultural imple 
ments and farming to the lands of Pueblo Indians, in the 
Territory of New Mexico, $10,000: Provided, That the 
Secretary of the Interior may, ifin his discretion the public 
interests require it, be authorized to use any part of the ap- 
propriations herein made for making treaties in Oregon, 
Washington, Utah, and New Mexico, and for holding coun 
cils at Fort Benton, prior to the commencement of the next 
fiscal year. 


To insert the following: 


For adjusting difficulties and preventing outbreaks among 
the Indians in Oregon Territory, $10,000 ; 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
Oregon Territory, $10,000 ; 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
Washington Territory, 815,000 ; 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
the Territory of New Mexico, $25,000 ; 

For general incidental expenses of the Indian service in 
the Territory of Utah, $20,000 ; 

For genera! incidental experises of the Indian service in 
the Territory of Utah, during the year ending June 30, 1854, 
$10,000 ; 

For general incidental expenses in the Indian service in 
Washington Territory, for six months, ending June 30, 


| 1854, $5,000 ; 


For payment of balance due for transportation of presents, 


Be 
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goods, and provisions, to the Camanches, Kioways, ard 
other Indians on the Arkansas river, $1,200 ; 

Ts pay for certain goods borrowed by late agent J. 8. 
W atrous, to fulfill treaty stipulauions with the Chippewas, 
to be replaced out of annuity goods, but which, with the 


ngency building, were consumed by fire, in May, 1853, 
4.1065 03; 

Vor payment to the Winnebago nation of Indians of cer 
fain unexpended balances of appropriations under various 
treaties, on account of annuities, educ ation, provisions, 
x“ i., &c., $40,004 69; 

Por payment of balance found due the Creek Indians for 
losses sustained during the war with Great Britain, by that 
portion of the tribe who were friendly to, and cooperated 
with, the United States, in addition to the appropriation of 


he jou of August, 1452, 8258 10; 

For payment to certain Creek Indians for theirindividual 
reserves, sold with the approbation of the Secretary ot 
War, in the year 1841, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
having received the consideration for the use of said Indians 
in certiicates of deposit on the Planters’ and Mechanics’ 
Bank of Columbus, Georgia, which failing, while said cer 
uficates were in the hands of the Commissioner, became 
lost to said Indians, $2,600; 

For the second and third of ten installments of provisions 
and merchandise, in addition to former appropriations, tor 
payinent of annuities and transportation of same to certain 
tribes of Todians, per seventh article of the treaty at Fort 
La 17th of September, 1851, $24,000; 

For the fourth of ten installments in provisions and mer 
. for payment of annuities and transportation of 
the same to certain tribes of Indians, per seventh article of 
the treaty of Fort Laramie, of 17th of September, 1851, 
a * OOo, 


Mr. BELL. I think we ought to have some 
explanation from the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance in regard to the amendment proposing 
to appropriate $100,000 for treaties with, and 
presents to, the wild tribes of Indians on the east- 
boundary of Washington Territory. 1 do 
remember that any of these tribes of Indians 
on this side the Rocky Mountains, and the 
$100,000 is proposed to be appropriated, as | 
understand by reading the amendment, merely 
for treating with them. Now, sir, if it was pro- 
posed to appropriate for treating with the Indians 
anywhere connected with the present settlement 
of the United States, and it was necessary to send 
an expedition and asquadron of horse or infantry 
to accompany commissioners to treat with them, 
and for the transportation of supplies, I can 
readily see that it would be very costly; butupon 
no ground that I know of, or can conceive of, 
except one, is there any utility in making these 
treaties at all; and that one is, if it should be as- 
certained that the northern route surveyed by 
Governor Stevens should be the proper one for the 
construction of the Pacific railroad. If that is an 
ascertained fact, | can see some propriety in this; 
but | have not yet understood that it has been as- 
certained that that routeis a practicable one at all. 
lam not opposed to an appropriation, or even a 
bill, if one were introduced to make an appropria- 
tion of lands, and to give the aid of this Govern- 
ment, so far as it is proper to do it, for the con- 
struction of the road; but it seems to me that this 
is an appropriation in advance of the facts, which 
are important to be ascertained. 
purpose do you want to treat with these Indians 
except that? They are a thousand miles removed 
from any white settlement on either side of the 
Rocky Mountains. I think that item ought to 
be excepted from the general vote, so that the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Finance 
may give a full explanation of it. 


f 
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For what other | 


the committee to state the facts. I deny that there 


Mr. HUNTER. This proposition has nothing | 


to do with a route for a railroad. The design is 
to prevent wars among the Indians, and to secure 
veace to the emigrants passing over the country. 
Che estimate of Governor Stevens was not quite 
so large as is now asked for by the Department, 
but it was found that the furnishing of provisions 
to the tribes would amount to some $25,000 or 
$27,000. That is an expense of Jess than five dol- 
lars per head. This includes not only the expense 
of feeding them when they are got together— 
and Governor Stevens had a conference at Fort 
Gibson with some of them—but the distribution 


of presents among them to keep the peace, not | 


only with regard to one another, but in regard to 


the whites. It is stated that the assurances which | 


Governor Stevens gave them have already been of 
some use in keeping the Blackfeet in peace. It is 
proposed now to collect a great many of the In- 
dians, .not orly west, but east of the Rocky 
Mountains, and to havea conference to secure the 
pesce of the country. I have here the communi- 
cation of the Indian Department upon which the 
estimate is founded. 


Mr. BELL. I only wanted the chairman of 


' 


is any line of communication over that part of the 
country. There is no route over which the emi- 
grants pass that I know of, or that | ever heard 
of. | imagine that the whole appropriation is pred- 
icated on the idea that we ought to have a rail- 
road constructed there. Take that away, and I 
can see no possible ground for the appropriation. 

Now, with regard to the Indians themselves, 


we know that they will fight. We have been 
making treaty after treaty with the Sioux. That 


does not prevent them massacreing each other, 
and the neighboring tribes, and from engaging in 
regular wars with them. I can see no use what- 
ever in the appropriation, unless it has reference 
to the project which | have stated. If that be as- 
certained and established to bea practicable route, 
I have no objection to it. 

Mr. HUNTER. The estimate has no refer- 
ence to that route. I believe Governor Stevens 
states that he did find a wagon route that would 
answer for emigrants, but that is a minor consid- 
eration. 
tion is asked is to keep the peace between the 
Indians, prevent inroads into the Territory, and 
their attacking the emigrants and each other. It 
has been thought that the policy, to some extent, 
of feeding and making presents to the Indians, in- 
stead of making war with them, is not only more 
humane, but in the end more economical. 

Mr. BELL. We have had no wars with them, 
nor they with us. 

Mr. HUNTER. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
We shall be called upon for a pretty heavy ap- 


The object’ for which the appropria- | 


propriation for wars with one of the tribes of | 


Indians. [ am told that a very small amount 


expended in presents would have prevented them. | 


Mr. BELL. One of these tribes? 

Mr. HUNTER. Not one of these tribes; but 
in the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. BELL. That is a different region alto- 
gether. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
that. The council will comprehend tribes not only 
east but west of the Rocky Mountains. It com- 
prehends the Blackfeet, who, as I understand, 


The Senator is mistaken in | 


range on both sides, and are troublesome on both. | 


It is the design to have the Indians on both sides 
included. If the Secretary will read what Gov- 
ernor Stevens says, the Senator will be in the 
possession of the grounds for the appropriation. 


Mr. BELL. 1 do not pretend to make any fur- | 


ther opposition to it. 
The Secretary read as follows, from a commu- 
nication of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs: 


“His Excellency Isaac I. Stevens, on his recent explo- 
ration of a northern route, reports that he met with a most 


friendly reception by allthe Indian tribes which he encoun- | 


tered ; yet after consultation with agent Vaughan and Mr. 


Culbertson, a gentleman long resident among these Indians, 


and on account of the well known warlike character and 


hostile feeling of some of the tribes located on the east and | 
west sides of the eastern range of the Rocky Mountains, he | 


esteems it necessary that a council be held with all the 


tribes in that vicinity not parties to the treaty of Fort Lara- 
mie, for the purpose of conciliating them by means of pres- | 


ents of goods and provisions, and that the council be held 
during the coming summer at Fort Benton, on the Upper 
Missouri. 

‘* For accomplishing this purpose Governor Stevens esti- 
mates that $30,000 would be required for presents and 
transportation ; $5,000 for provisions; $15,000 for incidental 


expenses ; and $10,000 to enable a number of chiefs of the | 


principal tribes to visit the President of the United States. 

‘The tribes which he proposes to invite to the council 
are the Grosventres, Pegaus, Bloods, and Blackfeet, eastof 
the mountain range, and all the tribes west of the same 
range with whom they are at variance. Agent Vaughan, 
in his annual report, also urgently recommends that a 
treaty similar to the treaty at Fort Laramie be made ‘with 
the Grosventres andthe Blackfeet tribes. He estimates the 
Blackfeet nation to number about 10,800, and the Grosven- 
tres 3,780, 

‘“‘ Governor Stevens estimates the Blackfeet nation, em- 


bracing the Pegan, Blood, and Blackfeet tribes, at 14,400, | 


and Mr. Culbertson at 14,000. , 

“Their number, heretofore, has generally been estimated 
as much greater, which is doubtless to be ascribed to their 
roving, bold, and warlike character. 

* Assuming, then, that the namber is about 14,000, and 
the Grosventres 3,780, the number of Indians in the tribes 
west of the mountain range, which Governor Stevens pro- 
poses to invite to the council, may probably be stated at 
6,000 to 10,000, which will make the census of the tribes to 
be invited to the eouneil and furnished with presents, 25,000 
to 27,000. 

** Governor Stevens estimates that there would be needed 
about one hundred tons of transportation ; and assuming 
this to be about the correct amount, in view of the remote- 


| by Governor Stevens for goods, provisions and trans 
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uon, is tov Jow, and that if the council is to be heh 
posed, a supply of goods and provisions should be 
ted to the Indians more plentifully than funds to th 
of his estimate would procure. 

** | have, therefore, to state my approbation of the pro 
sition of Governor Stevens in respect to the council, ands 


| recommend that an appropriation be asked for, of =} Onn 


| stated that the ee by the amend 
| ment is 


to be placed at the disposal of the Department, for the ae 
penses of holding a council with, and making present, : 
goods and provisions to, the Blackfeet, Grosventres ar 

other wild tribes of Indians, immediately within, o; a 
cent to the eastern boundary of Washington Territory a : 
to detray the expense of conveying a delegation of the chieg 
of those tribes to Washington city.” om 


Mr. PEARCE. The Senator from Virginig 


of 


reater than Governor Stevens recom. 
mends. hat did he recommend? 

Mr. HUNTER. About $60,000. 1 think th 
communication of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs states the reason why it is proposed to 
increase It. 

Mr. PEARCE. Governor Stevens takes , 


large and comprehensive view of these matters. 


_and | suggest that he would recommend all tha 


was desirable in this case. I think the estimate 
which he gives would be quite as large as it ig de. 
sirable that the Senate should pass. I doubt yer 


| much whether there is any great pressing neces. 


| array of Government officers. 





ness of the points of delivery, and the dangers of the navi- | 


gation of the Missouri river, and also beeause presents are 
proposed to be made to the Indians of so many and se pop- 
ulous nations, I am led to believe that the estimate made 


| sity at this time for concluding treaties of peace 


with the Indians between the Rocky Mountaing 
and that part of the Territory of Washington jp 
which there is any settlement. Certainly one cop- 
sequence of this appropriation will be a large 
It will lead to 
a considerable amount of money being paid to 
Indian agents and sub-agents. I think, therefore, 
it will be better to limit it, at all events, to the 
amount proposed by Governor Stevens. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will suggest that the question first be taken on 
such amendments as are not objected to; and then 


| it would bein order to amend the amendment to 


which reference is now made. If desired, the ques- 
tion will now be taken on all the amendments 
except that one. 

The question was taken; and they were agreed 
to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is now upon the amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to the 
reduction. I do not care about the sum. [| have 
followed the estimate of the Indian Department. 
I believe it is important that something should be 
appropriated, because these tribes have been in- 
vited to meet in council. They will meet there in 
great numbers; and if there is not provision made 
for them, there will be a difficulty. 

Mr. PEARCE. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting in place of ‘* $100,000” the 
amount which Governor Stevens estimates for. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques 
tion is on striking out ‘* $100,000”’ and inserting 
€ $80 ,000.”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 


Mr. PRATT. H the Senator from Tennessee 
is right, | do not think there should be any appro- 
priation for the purpose indicated by the amend- 
ment. If, as he says, the tribes for whom It's 
proposed to make an appropriation, are not within 
a thousand miles of any white settlement, and 
that there is no emigrant route which goes ner 
their habitation, I do not see the reason for com- 
mencing treaties with the numerous nations of n- 
dians who are so far removed from us as not (0 
interfere with us at all, or with our people who 
are going from one section of the country to the 
other. There is no necessity for the appropr 
ation, if the Senator from Tennessee is right; and 
I do not understand the Senator from Virginia 
differ from him in regard to the facts. It is know? 


to us that if we once commence the system of 


treating with the numerous nations of Indians 
mentioned in the report which has been read, W¢ 
shall increase every year our appropriations to 
each of them. It is not presents for this ye 
alone “or which we are making ourselves respo" 
sible, but it is the eommencement of future 4) 
propriations for the tribes mentioned; so that, in 
all future time, we shall have an annual increase 
the appropriation for those different ee ; 
the Senator from Tennessee is right, as | presu™ 
he is, | do not think the appropriation ought 
be made. 
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Mr. ATCHISON, (Mr. Srvarr occupying the 
chair.) It seems to me that if the argument of 
the Senator from Maryland is worth anything at 
it goes to the whole appropriation. 

Mr. PRATT. [say so. _ 

Mr. ATCHISON. Now, if I understand the 
matter aright, this appropriation is asked for on 
account of, and the necessity for it grows out of, 
communications of Governor Stevens to the Indian 
department. The Senator says, this is not onthe 
line of any route to Oregon or Washington. 

Mr. PRATT. So, | understand. 

Mr. ATCHISON. It is not at this time, it is 
true. The main line ts through the South Pass, 
but the probability is, that in future, this will be 
the route for those from the extreme north western 
Sates, being the nearestand best route to the Ter- 
ritory of Washington. : 

Now, sir, the Government of the United States 
hes never had a treaty with the Blackfeet. We 
have an agent on the head waters of the Missis- 
cippi, who has had * talks’? with them for many 
years, but yet we have never had a treaty with 
them. They are anxious now, it seems, from 
Governor Stevens’s report and other reports, to 
treat with the United States, and for a very obvious 
Peason. They see other bands of Indians in their 
neighborhood obtaining annuities from the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, and they desire to 
be bound to the Government by the same ties that 
their neighbors, the Crows, and other Indians are. 
They say further, as | am informed by Mr. Cul- 
bertson, who was a trader among them for many 
years, that the means of subsistence are now 
vivingout. They have heretofore subsisted on the 
buffalo. They have followed the buffalo from the 
head waters of the Mississippi to the waters of 
the Yellow Stone, and frequently south of the | 
Yellow Stone. The buffalo are now giving out. 
The means of subsistence, which were formerly 
so abundant among them, are becoming scarcer | 
and scarcer; and every year hundreds of them die, 
it is said, from starvation. 

They have been informed by other Indians, and 
by traders, that the Government of the United | 
States has agents among the various tribes of 
Indians; that the Government sends to them mis- 
sionaries, blacksmiths, and other persons, teaching 
them the arts of civilization, by which they will 
hereafter be supplied with the means of subsist- | 
ence. The Blackfeet are anxious to be placed in 
this category, in the same condition with other 
Indians. If this be so, I can see no reason why 
they should not be placed on the same footing. 
If they desire to commence the work of civiliza- 
tion, they should have the means of doing so, and 
the means must be furnished by the United States. 
You must furnish them with blacksmiths and with 
farmers; and to do this, you must treat with them. 
My opinion is, that the sum of $100,000 is little 
enough for the purpose. 

Mr. PRATT. The amendment proposes to 
appropriate $80,000. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Then the argument is still 
stronger. If $100,000 be necessary, surely $80,000 
is little enough. I think, sir, that the demand 
of the Blackfeet is right, just, and proper; that 
they should be treated as other Indians east and 
west of them are. We have treaties with the Ore- || 
gon Indians, with the Indians of Washington Ter- 
ritory—bands that roam from the Pacific ocean to | 
the ascade Mountains, and across to the Rocky 
Mountains—who are in communication with the 
Blackfeet. Then the Crows, the Sioux, the Paw- || 
nees, and the Camanches, and all the other Indians 
have treaties with us. Perhaps the Blackfeet 
are now the only exceptions to this general rule. 
nm m8 ik ¥ is ged policy to trent with | 
(sie end cfeeeae eae Biee ee | 
on, eel. o ip : nts into the Blackfeet coun- 
at id require three times the amount of the 

riginal cost of the goods. Then $80,000 is cer- 
tainly necessary. | 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand from the Indian 
poe ail that the cost of transportation for 
ike ae wi 2 very heavy, I think something 
ao oe . ourteen cents per pound. That is 
‘cau yr _ the increased estimate. I under- 
which » that it is desired to treat with the tribes 

eh range on both sides of the mountains in 

. aie beater as well as along the route. 

ther sohahii overnor Stevens looks to the fur- 
coun an lity that there ma be an emigrant | 
along that direction, and [ think he says a@ ii 
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'| save very many lives. 


wagon pass has been found. But in order that 
the Senate may see the grounds on which the 
Department rest this appropriation, | ask that the 
letter of Governor Stevens may be read. 

The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 


Orrice OF SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
O._ympta, WasHINGTon TERRITORY, 
January 31, 1854. } 

Sir: [ have the honor to inform you that I have this 
morning received from Lieutenant Mulian, in charge of a 
winter post in the valley of the St. Mary’s river, in con- 
nection with my exploration, a report of outrages commit- 
ted by the Blackfect Indians since the period of my pass- 
ing through their country, a copy of which is herewith in- 
closed. It seeins that, notwithstanding the promises made 
to me in council at Fort Benton, they are still committing 
theirterrible depredations; and I consider that the convening 
of the council at Fort Benton during next summer, which 
I recommended in communications from that point, is be 
come a matter of necessity. It is my belief that the chiefs 
whom I met at Fort Benton are abiding by their promises ; 
but their young men are numerous, and require a stringent 
course to compel them to abandon their accustomed depre- 
dations. It is mentioned by Lieutenant Mullan that the 
traders at the posts of the American Fur Company purchase 
horses of the Indians without inquiries as to where they 
were obtained ; and it is ny impression that those in charge 
of these posts have not paid sufficient attention to this mat 
ter. 

I will most urgently repeat my recommendations to con 
vene the council at Fort Benton ; and, though | would still 
further try the influence of kindness with these Indians, 
my Opinion is that a military force should be present at the 
time of the council, and thata military post should be estab 
lished at this point. If, then, after a fair trial of the influence 
of kind treatment, outrages continued to be committed, the 
force of Government should be brought to bear upon them 
with great force. A report justreceived from Mr. Finkhum, 
one of the civil engineers of my exploration, states that in 
crossing the Rocky Mountains, for the third time during the 
fall, he took a trail which carried him through a pass which 
even now will permit of the passage ef an emigrant wagon. 
It seems to me that a route for emigration is now open 
which will come into competition with the route through 
the South Pass. By steamers, emigrants can probably 
ascend the Missouri river as far as Fort Benton, and cer- 
tainly as high as the mouth of the Milk river, earrving with 
them their effects, and driving their cattle along the river 


| trails. From either point good wagon routes lead to the 


passes ef the mountains, and to the St. Mary’s Valley. 
For the protection of our emigrants, as well as to secure 
peace between the Indians, the importance of the council 
at Fort Benton becomes more and more obvious ; and I 
cannot doubt that a military force ought to be present, and 
a military post be established at that place. Mr. James 
Doty, in charge of a meteorological post at Fort Benton, is 
engaged in collecting all possible information concerning 
the Blackfeet Indians; and by the hands of Lieutenant 
Grover, who is expected to arrive here in March, I shall 
probably receive a full report, which will be immediately 
communicated to the Department. 
Very respectfully, sir, your most obedient, 
ISAAC I. STEVENS, 
Governor of Washington Territory, 
and Superintendent of Indian .ijfairs. 
Col. Georce W. MAaNnyPENNY, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Washington City, D. C. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I regard this appro- 

riation, Mr. President, as a very important one. 
Ressshont the suggestion made by Governor Ste- 
vens some time since, in his report on that section 
of the country, and | think the making of it will 
[ believe that the route 
over which he passed is destined to become a very 
important thoroughfare; and | am sure that nothing 


| can be more important than at this time to propi- 
| tiate the good will of these remote and distant 


tribes, of which | know nothing except as we 
hear from them through a wandering agent or re- 
porter. 

I have met with the,same gentleman to whom 
the Senator from Missouri alluded—Mr. Culbert- 


| son. He has spent twenty or thirty years of his 


life among these Indians. He is in no way inter- 
ested in this matter; and he thinks that it is of 
very great importance to our Indian relations in 


| that quarter that this appropriation should be 


made. I understand it to be recommended by the 
Secretary of the Interior, as well as by Governor 
Stevens and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
I have a great respect for the recommendation of 


| these officers, and, in this case, especially for that 


of Governor Stevens, whom I regard as one of 
the ablest men in the service of the Government 
—a far-seeing statesman, who is destined to ren- 
der important service to the Territory over which 
he presides. I trust that his suggestion in this 
instance will be carried into effect. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. There are some other 
amendments made necessary by the treaties 
which have recently been ratified; and I will ask 
the chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
if he has prepared those amendments from his 
committee? If not, I will offer them; but | shall !! 
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have to offer them in my individual capacity at 
present, as | have not conferred with the commit- 
tee on the subject. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs will take charge of them. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then I have nothing further 
to propose from the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I! move that the further 


consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow. 


The motion was agreed to. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, “April 24, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. WitoiaMm H. Mirsern. 


The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER stated that the business first 
in order was the consideration of Senate bill for 
the relief of James Jeffries and Jeremiah M. Smith, 
upon which a motion was pending to refer to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and alsoa motion 
pending to refer to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, upon which the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. Ewe] was entitled to the 
floor. 


Mr. EDGERTON, by unanimous consent of 
the House, presented a joint resolution of the State 
of Ohio in favor of the passoge of a bill dividing 
that State into two judicial districts; which was 
read by the Clerk, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


Mr. ELLISON presented a joint resolution of 
the Legislature of Ohio upon the same subject; 
which received the same reference. 


Mr. BERNHISEL, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced the following resolution; which was read 
and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of placing the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Utah on the same footing as 
regards clerks, &c., as those of Minnesota and New Mex- 
ico; and that said committee report by bill, or otherwise. 


Mr. BANKS, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, as follows, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs: 

A bill to refund the balance due to Massachu- 
setts for disbursements during the late war with 
Great Britain. 


Mr. GREY. Iask the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to 
report to the House of Representatives why the mail ser- 
vice was not “‘let’?? and contracted for on the river routes, 
Ist. From Louisville, Kentucky, to Evansville, Indiana, 
and back, daily; 2d. From Evansville to Cairo, Ilitnois, 
and back, daily; 3d. From Cairo to St. Louis, Missouri, 
and back, daily; according to the advertisement of 3lat 
December, 1852, and the eleventh section of the act of Con 
gress, approved 3ist August, 1852, which made it the “ duty 
of the Postmaster Generali to issue proposals and contract 
for the transportation of a daily mail’’ on those routes, ‘on 
suitable and safe steamboats.’ The bids, by terms of the 
advertisement, to be received in the Post Office Depart- 
ment “until three o’clock p. m., of the 10th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1853, to be decided by Ist of March, and service to 
commence On the Ist July following, and continue for four 
years. ° 
” 9. Resolved, That he furnish copies of all the contracts 
and bids, and “ proposais”’ for contracts and bids, which 
have been made with, proposed to, or received from Thom- 
as Shirlock and Z. M. Shirley, or either of them, or with, 
to, or from any other person or persons, together with copies 


| of all the amendments, alterations, privileges, extensions, 


or restrictions authorized and permitted, or assumed and 
exercised, and of all orders for additional compensation, 
except what appears on the face of the contract or contructs, 
on this said route from Louisville to St. Louis, or any part 
of it, since March, 185]. Also, the greatest number of 
‘< mail messengers,’ ** route agents,’’ local agents, and em- 
ployees, that now are, or have at any one time during the 
above period, been engaged in, or connected with, the ser- 
vice on that route, (exclusive of postmasters)—at what 
points engaged, and the salary per quarter or per annum of 
each one of them; also, who are now the contractors from 
Louisville to St. Louis, and in what manner each and all 
of said contracts were made, whether privately or by being 
let to the lowest bidder; also, what intermediate offices 
between Louisville and St. Louis have been authorized to 
be supplied »y each contract on that route since March, 
L351, and how often per week each and every one of those 
offices were to be supplied under those contracts or arrange- 
ments since March, 185), of esther one of them, and why 
the official reports from the Postmaster General, as pub- 
lished in the “* Blue Book,” state the service between Louis- 
ville and St. Louis is performed for $40,222 22, when the 
allowance to the contractors on that route is $70,000 per 
year, exclusive of “ route agents,”’ “local agents,”’ “* mes- 
sengers,’’? ke. 
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3. Resolved, ‘That he furnish copies of all orders, rules; | 
or regulations adopted by him, which tends to prevent or 
deny to members of Congress the privilege of going into 


the public rooms of the Post Office Department, and then || 
and there examining, with assistance of the clerks, the | 


‘* public records”? under the charge of said clerks. | 


4. Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to | 
abolish all rules, orders, or regulations, which prevents or 
denies the privilege to the members of Congress of going 
into the public rooms in the Post Office Department, and 
then and there examining such public records in the pres 
ence, and with the assistance of the clerk having charge of 
them, as such member may desire. That he also abolish all 
rules, orders, or regulations by which the clerks, or either of 
them, are prevented or restrained from affording to any 
member such inforination during those examinations as the 
public records of the Post Office Department will enable 
him to give 

Mr. DRUM. 

Mr. GROW. 
resolutions 

Mr. GREY. If move to suspend the rules, that 
1 may have an opportunity of offering the resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. Is it'in order 
to move the reference of the resolutions to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads? 

The SPEAKER. The resolutions are not be- 
fore the body. It is only proposed that they shall 
come before the body. 

Mr. GREY. Have I the privilege now of 
saying anything upon these resolutions ? 

Phe SPEAKER. They are not debatable, 
because the subject-matter of them is not before 
the House. 

Mr. GREY. Can I say a few words in expla- 
nation of the first part of the resolutions? 

The SPEAKER. By the unanimous consent 
of the House alone. 

Mr. DRUM. I object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I only wish to re- 
mark that if the gentleman from Kentucky is 
allowed to make an explanation, it need not be 
expected that the privilege of responding to him 
will not be claimed. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky can make no remarks; it is objected to. 

Mr. SMITH. I desire it to be distinetly un- 
derstood that the gentleman is quite welcome to 
make any explanation, so far as I am concerned. 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is objected to, 
and is, therefore, out of order. 

Mr GREY. I will, for the present, withdraw 
the resolution No. 4 of the series. 

Mr. GROW. I objected to the last of these 
resolutions. Ihave no objection to the balance. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask for the 
yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe the objection to 
the resolutions is withdrawn. : 

The SPEAKER. Is the objection withdrawn ? 

Mr. GROW. I withdraw the objection I made. 

Mr. DRUM. I objected to the introduction of 
the resolutions, and | do not withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The question, then, is upon 
the suspension of the rules, to allow the gentle- 
man from Kentucky {[Mr. Grey] to introduce the 
resolutions just read. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


l object, 
I object to the last part of the 


The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 64, nays 81; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Benson, Benton, Bugg, 
Carpenter, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, 
Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dent, Dickinson, Thomas D. Eliot, 
Ewing, Faulkner, Flagler, Franklin, Grey, Grow, Aaron 
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Howe, Hunt, Roland 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Latham, Letcher, Maurice, Mid- 
dleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Mordecai Oliver, Par- 
ker, Peckham, John Perkins, Ready, David Ritchie, Ro- 
gers, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, William R. Smith, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Stratton, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Tay- 
lor, Tracy, Upham, Vail, Walbridge, Walley, Ellihu B. 
Wastburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Wheel 
er, and Zollicoffer—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Banks, Barksdale, Bissell, Bliss, Boyce, Bridges, 
Caskie, Chrisman, Clark, Craig, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dean, Drum, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, John M. Elliott, 
Ellison, Etheridge, Fenton, Florence, Giddings, Green, 
Greenwood, Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris,Wiley P. Har- 
ris, Hibbard, Houston, Hughes, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Lilly, Lindsley 
Macdonald, McDougall, McNair, Maxwell, Mayall, Mill. 
son, Murray, Noble, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, 
Powell, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Rob- 
bins, Ruffin, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, 
Gerrit Smith, Samue! A. Smith, William Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, 
Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Walker, 


Warren, Wells, John Wentworth, Witte, and Daniel B. 
Wright—81. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
Mr. STRATTON. 
| sent of the House to withdraw from the files of 
the House the papers in the case of Captain Huddy, 
for the purpose of reference to the Committee on 


Revolutionary Claims. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 


| 
| 


I ask the unanimous con- | 


Jersey can effect his object by making a memo- | 


randum and sending it to the Clerk’s desk. 


COMMISSIONS TO PRIVATE ARMED VESSELS. 
Mr. FAULKNER. [ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following reso- 
lution. ; 
The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to communicate to this House, if in his judgment 
not incompatible with the public interests, the instrucuons 
referred to by President Monroe in his annual message of the 
2d of December, 1823, and transmitted to our diplomatic 
agents abroad, upon the subject of the issue of commissions 
to private armed vessels, together with the responses, ifany, 
received from said Governments; also, any other instruc 
tions, together with the correspondence held with foreign 


Governments upon the same subject since the date of the | 


last message, and not heretofore communicated to Congress. 


The SPEAKER. If notobjected to, the ques- 
tion will be upon the introduction of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. I object. 

The SPEAKER. It must therefore lie over, 
unless two thirds agree to suspend the rules. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I hope no one will object 
to the introduction of the resolution. The object 
simply is to get information which has never been 
communicated to Congress. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia | 
will allow the Chair to remind him that debate is 


not in order. 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
move to suspend the rules, to enable me to intro- 
duce the resolution. 


As objection is made, I 


The question was then taken; and the rules 


were suspended. 
The resolution was then received and adopted. 


THE POST OFFICE CONTRACTORS AGAIN. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Ewina] has the floor. 

Mr. SAGE. 
for a moment? 

Mr. EWING. I would be disposed, Mr. 
Speaker, to yield the floor to any other gentleman; 


Will the gentleman yield the floor 


but there are so many claiming it that I think it | 


better not to yield to any of them. I therefore 


insist on the House proceeding to the regular order | 


of business. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Ewine,] as the Chair understands 
him, insists upon the regular order of businegs, 


which is the consideration of the bill in which he | 


is interested; the title of which the Clerk will 
report. 
The title of the bill was then read, as follows: 


An act for relief of James Jeffries and Jeremiah | 


M. Smith. 
The SPEAKER. There are two motions pend- 
ing on the subject of this bill. One is to refer it 


| to the Committee of the Whole House, and the | 
| other to refer it to the Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads. 

Mr. EWING. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to have 
/read to the House the report of the committee 
which accompanies the bill. 

The Clerk accordingly read the report of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
| whom the petition of James Jeffries and Jeremiah 
| M. Smith had been referred. The report states 


routes, Nos. 6268, 6269, and 6277. These latter 
routes the petitioners had failed to carry into oper- 
ation, and for such failure the Postmaster Gen- 


mail routes in Texas; including, among other | 


that at the mail lettings of 1850 the petitioners had | 
bid off and received the contracts for a number of | 


| 


| eral had imposed several fines on them, and de- | 
| ducted their amount from the allowances made | 


for the other routes when the service was being 


oa The report goes on to state that it | 


ad appeared in evidence that the petitioners had 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| made efforts to carry out the service on the routes || 


mentioned, but had failed to do so. 
| in proof that route No. 6268 had been advertised 


lt was further | 
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that the route No. 6269 was stated in the adver 
tisement as thirty-five miles, while its actual dig. 
tance turned out to be sixty-five miles; and tha; 
route No. 6277 was advertised as seventy-eigh 
miles in length, while its actual distance wag on, 
hundred and five miles—making the actual dis. 
tance on the three routes three hundred and fy. 
miles, while the advertisement had described then 
as but two hundred and four miles. Under these 
circumstances the committee were of Opinion tha 
the petitioners were entitled to relief, and reported 
a bill for that purpose. 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, whatis the pend. 
ing question before the House on the reference of 
this bill? 

The SPEAKER. There are two questions 
pending on the subject. One is to refer the bil] ;, 
the Committee of the Whole House, and the othe, 
to refer it to the Committee on the Post Office an¢ 
Post Roads. 

Mr. EWING. Then I ask the previous ques 
tion. 

Mr. SAGE. I wish that the gentleman froy 
Kentucky would withdraw his demand for the 
previous question. I would like at this time; 
make a simple explanation in regard to this mat. 
ter, and therefore hope the gentleman from Ken 
tucky will comply with my request. 

Mr. EWING. Certainly; [ withdraw the cal! 
for the previous question. 

Mr. SAGE. I desire, Mr. Speaker, the atten 
tion of the House for a moment or two in relatio) 
to this matter, for I deem it one of very great im 
portance in establishing a principle by which we 
are to be governed here in the future. 

It will be borne in mind by the members who 
were present in the House last Friday, when the 
gentleman from Kentucky came into the House 
and asked for the reconsideration of the matter, 
that hestated, among other things, that these routes 
were twice the distance described in the adver. 
tisement by the Postmaster General. Well, on 
this statement the House agreed to reconsider the 
matter, and discussed the reference of the bil! 
The gentleman from Virginia then called for the 
reading of the report, but it turned out that the 
report was not here; and therefore the gentleman 
from Kentucky asked to have the matter post- 
poned for a few days, for the purpose of enabling 
members to get the report, and to act understand- 
ingly on the question. For that I was charged, 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, with a want of 
courtesy. 

Now, in following this matter up, I have take 
some pains to obtain official information from the 
Post Office Department. The result of my inves- 
tigation of this matter is this: It appears that these 
gentlemen bid for a large number of routes 1 
various States, in 1850. After they were awarded 
to them, they assorted them over, and accepted 
those routes which suited them, and rejected suc! 
as did not suit them. Among all these routes, 
which were declared off to them, there is not one 
in which the distance was twice as great as repre- 
sented in the advertisement, nor anything approx 
imating to it. Some of the routes were shorter 
than the distance mentioned in the advertisement 

But, furthermore, as stated by the gentlemal 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] there was a clause 
in the advertisement which put these men upo! 
their guard The Post Office Department did no! 
undertake to determine the actual distance, bu! 
named the routes as extending from place to place, 
naming them, and gave the distance as they were 
understood, and thus threw upon the bidders the 
responsibility of informing themselves of the actus 
distance. 

With this explanation, I will send to the Clerk’ 
desk, to be read, a letter which [ received from 
the Postmaster General, in answer to one I ad 
dressed to him, asking for the information ™ 
which it refers. I hope the members of the House 
will listen to it, as this is a pioneer case; and there 
are many others of the same sort, which w! 
come in hereafter, if this one be favorably consi 
ered by the House. 

The letter was then read, as follows: 

Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
Contract Orrice, April 24, 184. } 
Sir: In answer to your letter of the 22d instant, | Da 


the honor to inform you, that under the advertiseme! 
the Postmaster General, for proposals to convey the m# 


/ 


: aos ag | of the United S Ist July, 1850, to 30th June 
as but ninety-one miles in length, while its actual |, 1! a antian tae © catuet 


| distance was one hundred and thirty-five miles; || 


1854, inclusive, in the States of Kentucky, Tennesse’ 
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Leuisiana, and Tex 
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Messrs. Smith and Jeffries were the accepted bidders on 
the following routes, to wit: Nos. 5184, 5201, and 5204, 
a Kentucky, and 5334, in rennessee. The latter was 
transferred to Messrs. Usry and Fisher, in November, 1850. 
rhe serviee on the other routes appears to have been per- 
eunad with average regularity. They were also the ac- 
ented bidders on the following routes in Texas: 

No. 6229. From Shelbyville to Pulaski, 45 nfiles and 
back, once a week; distance proved to be 44 miles. Ac 
opted at $270, and relet to James Truit at $305. 

No. 6235. From Henderson to Crockett, 85 miles and 
hack, once a week; distance proved to be 93 miles. Ac 
epted at $485, and relet to T. J. R. Greenwood at same 
av of S400. 

P * ee on. From Jefferson to Greenwood, 42 miles and 
hack, once a week; distance proved to be 55 miles. Ac- 

epted at $247, and relet to E. Ussery at $520. . 

No. 6250. From Dangerfield to Clarksville, 69 miles and 
ack, three times a week; distance proved to be the same. 
Accepted at 999 50, and reletto W. B. Stout, twice a 
peek, at $944, 

No. 6257. From Tarrant to Buffalo, 100 miles and back, 
» a week; distance proved to be 99 miles. Accepted 
2597 50, andrelet to W. B. Stout at same, $597 50. 

No 6259. From Paris to Pine Bluff, 20 miles and back, 
ce a week; distance proved to be 21 miles. Accepted 
st @119 86, and relet to W. B. Stout at same, $119 86. 

No. 6268 From Franklin to Chamber’s Creek, 91 miles 
and back once, a week; distance proved to be 105 miles, 
Accepted at $499, and relet to Alexander Douglass at $599. 

No. 6269. From Nashville to Leona, 35 miles and back, 
nee a week ; distance proved to be S5miles. Accepted at 
2910, and relet to W. H. Wheelock at $400. 

“No. 6277. From Independence to Cameron, 78 miles and 
hack, once a week; distance proved to be 76 miles. Ac- 
epted at $468, and relet to E. Burns at $589. 

Che following note is always embraced in the instruc- 
‘ions of every annual advertisement of mail proposals is- 
syed from the Department: 

‘The distances are always given according to the best 
information ; but no increased pay will be allowed, should 
they prove to be greater than advertised, if the points to be 
supplied be eorrectly stated. Bidders must inform them- 
selves on this point.’? 

Messrs. Smith and Jeffries are liable for damages on 
routes Nos. 6229, 6248, 6268, 6269, and 6277. 

On the other routes it does not appear that they are liable 
for any damages. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. DUNDAS, 
Second Assistant Postmaster General. 





Hon. R. Sace, 
House of Representatives. 


Mr. SAGE continued: Now, Mr. Speaker, I 
think the House are in possession of information 
upon which they can act understandingly upon 
this bill—information which shows that those 
contractors bid off a large number of contracts, 
and after sorting them out, they executed such as 
suited them, and rejected those which did not suit 
them. In several instances these contracts were 
relet at less sums than those these parties bid 
them off for. Here are the statistics in reference 
to the routes bid off by these parties: 


No. of Estimated Ascertained 
Routes. distance. distance. Bid. Relet. 
ee, eee #270 00...... $305 00 
ee ee eee 485 00 
PP eee RS - i AAPA 520 00 
Ge cesses bsstvee S oUMEe A 599 50...... 944 00 
RET. OREO OE oe 597 50 
Me cdsae: MBseesane | re if 119 86 
Sits aaa nado iicesis Se Minecéss 599 00 
SU, anéae. Mita dds can Merek 210 00...... 400 00 
a AP eer Weenets Ae 589 00 
496 546 $3,494 86 $4,559 36 


Now, | ask the House to bear with me while I 
ead two or three short extracts from the proceed- 
ings in reference to this bill on Friday. In pre- 
senting the bill to the House, the gentleman from 
Kentucky is reported as saying: 

‘T will say a single word in explanation of this bill, if I 
in make my voice sufficiently audible. These petitioners 
we poormen. They entered into a contract to carry the 
Nati upon a route in Texas; and by positive and conclusive 
proot, as is shown by the papers accompanying the bill, the 
route was twice as long as advertised by the Department. 
he report made by Mr. Rusk, the chairman of the Post 
Office Committee in the Senate, shows clearly that the 
“Mim Ought to beallowed. It has passed the Senate twice, 
but has been lost in the House in each instance, in conse 
quence of want of time. I shall not be in the House again 
or some time, as | am only waiting until I am well enough 
» enable meto travel home. I would regard it as a special 
4vor if the bill be taken up and passed.” 


Again he says: 


‘They were nearly twice as long as the length adver- 


a as the gentleman will find by referring to the proof 
1 case,’? 


Mr. PECKHAM. What was the actual differ- || 


ence? 

Mr. SAGE. The actual difference was thirty- 
‘wo miles on the three routes under consideration. 
Some of them, as I stated, were less than advertised. 
Now, sir, | ask the House to bear in mind that, 
in the absence of official information upon the sub- 
ject, the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Letcuer] 
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and myself thought it would be better to wait || courtesy ofthe House. In the very remarks which | cheap postage brought about by the great cities, 


| rebuke which I received, and which I may say 
| this House received—for I thought the House were 
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the gentleman has read | spoke of the amiable dis- 
position of the House to make an exception in 
this case, and to recognize the demands of courtesy 
which | invoked, the disposition which prevailed 
among at least the great body of the House. | 
did not say whether the gentleman was courteous 
or not. | am willing to acknowledge that | said 
by implication that he was not so; and | am now 
willing to say explicitly that I do not think that 
he was. I leave it to the judgment of members 
of the House, who were witnesses of the facts, 
whetherhe was. At the sametime lam disposed 
to acknowledge my obligation to the kindness of 
the gentleman who has taken such peculiar inter- 
est in this case from the very first, and whose 
counsels with the Department, | am willing to 
allow, have led to the results which have just been 
read. 

** We have been courteous,’’ said the gentleman 
We have been courteous! Why,sir, who denied 
that the action of the House was courteous on 
Friday last? Mostcordially did I thank the great 
majority of the House, and I hoped to have an 
additional reason for gratitude in their overruling 
the evident purpose of the gentleman who comes 
here at the risk of defeating the ends of private 
justice to gratify a personal resentment, because 
I used language not grateful to his ears. 

I did not intend to explain this matter further 
than the reading of the report which the gentle- 
man was so anxious to see the other day, and 
which is only about an inch and a quarter in length. 
It was a Senate report, and not in the hands of the 
printer of this House, but the hands of the print 
er of the Senate. [am driven by the gentleman 


until the report could be brought before the 
House; and I was very much surprised at the 


very courteous to the gentleman in obliging him 
by a reconsideration of the vote by which the bill 
was referred, and by the postponement of its con- 
sideration to an early day to suit his convenience. 

Now, sir, what I said, to which the gentleman 
from Kentucky takes exceptions, and all I said, 
at that time upon the subject, was the following: 

**f hope the motion to recommit this bill, or the motion to 
postpone, will prevail. There is no disposition upon the 
part of any member, I presume, to delay action upon it from 
any captious motive. The objection seems to be that if we 
act upon it now, it would be establishing the precedent of 
acting upon a bill without a report, and without investiga 
tion, but upon the recommendation of an individual mem- 
ber. We all have equal rights here, and I have bills in my 
possession which I am interested in getting through, but I 
take it for granted that this House is not ready to allow these 
bills to be put upon their passage without a report and ex 
amination. If it will meet the wishes of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, {Mr. Ewine,] I will move that the further 
consideration of this matter be postponed until next Wed- 
nesday.’’ 


To this the gentleman from Kentucky replies, as 
follows: 

**T have not been disposed, and am not disposed, to 
press this matter upon the House against their wishes. I 
appealed to the courtesy of the House, not with a view of 
establishing a precedent for ordinary cases, but hoping that 
by an explanation of the peculiar circumstances connected 
with this case, the House would allow the bill to be dis- 
posed of atonce. The gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
SaaGe,] however, seems to place it simply upon the ground | 
of ordinary transactions. Sir, 1 wish very much | could 
establish in this House a precedent for courtesy. I know 
of no precedent that would be more useful, save more time, 
or contribute more to secure justice to those having honest | to do more. 
claims against the Government of the United States. But || ° 
{ despair of being able to establish a precedent which would || _ He has facts, which he has carefully gathered 
be of sufficient force to reach the sense of propriety of the | from the Department, as to the length of these 
at pee oer ceeeaneee as yon he es waged routes; he means, and ought to have said, the 
8s > ave scoVv P r ; : ° . > 
Sinadentenetie ttn saetenien on pesuiiastay 2f the cireun. | eogth which they are advertised the second time, 
stances attending this case, afew members, like the gen- | lowing, as he does, and as the Department also 
tleman from New York, seem disposed to throw insur- | allows, that they are longer by the second adver- 
mountable obstacles in the way of accomplishing what is || tisement than they were by the first advertisement. 
the obvious wish of the great majority of the House.”’ I did not say—and I was tempted, though very 

Now, then, Mr. Speaker, I have stated what | reluctantly, to interrupt him, to ask him what was 
the action of the House was in relation to this | his purpose in reading this letter from the Depart 
matter, and I leave it to gentlemen to say whether | ment, and in reading my remarks—I did not say 
they, or I, acted with a want of courtesy, or with | that the routes were twice as long. 

a want of anything which should actuate every Mr. SAGE. If the gentleman will allow me, I 
legislator? ‘They desired to have correct informa- | will read him what he said, as reported. 
tion. Mr. EWING. The gentleman has read it 

Here is an official letter from the Post Office | already. I know it is so reported. But if the 
Department detailing all the facts in the case; and | gentleman will look at another portion of my re- 
[ am informed that this is not the only case which || marks, he will see that I there said they were 
will come before the House. There are many || nearly twice as long, not recollecting the precise 
of a similar character, where mail contractors figures, or having examined them since the last 
have contracted to transport the mails of the Uni- Congress, when 1 carefully investigated the case, 
ted States from certain points in the country to | ffough then in vain. I did not say they were 
certain other points. After they have received the || twiceaslong. I said, and I now say, that the proofs 
contracts they have accepted those which suited | in the case, upon oath, and the only proofs I had 
them, and by which they could make money, but | seen—proofs which satisfied the committee of the 
they rejected those which they deemed unprofit- || Senate and the Senate—showed that they were 
able. his proves to be of that class of cases. nearly twice as long, or, at all events, they were 

In conclusion, I hope that the House, before it | advertised at only one third of the distance which 
passes from this matter, will give it the considera- | they afterwards turned out to be. 
tion which it deserves; for, as I said before, this Now, I ask the attention of the House to this 
is only a pioneer bill. If it be passed, we shall | petition forrelief. Sir, when the gentleman from 
have a score of a similar description before us | New York was making his remarks in opposition 
previous to the adjournment of Congress. to this humble petition of poor and humble men, 

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, I am reluctant,I | I could not help reflecting upon the difference be 
may say, to parade anything like my private afflic- | tween the action of the gentleman, or his prede- 
tions before the House; but I think it due to the || cessors, in the past, with his probable action in 
body to give the reason why I asked the favor the future. I could not help contrasting his con- 
which gentlemen were kind enough to grant me || duct on this occasion with the action of his prede 
last Friday. I had been confined for a week or | cessors upon the claims which were presented 
two with an affection which I feared was aboutto | during the last Congress by mail contractors, con 
assume a chronic form. If that were the case, I stituents of the gentleman from New York, who 
was perfectly aware that 1 could takenofurtherpart filled these lobbies, and who did not ask to be re- 
in the action of this House during the balance of leased from a fine inflicted upon them; who did 
this session. I was about to go home, at all not ask that this Government would refrain from 
events for a length of time, on a call of pressing putting its hands into their pockets, and taking 
business. | appealed to the courtesy of the House, their own private ne in the rigorous infliction 
so far asl could make myself audible in giving of an unjust fine, but who said that they had made 

| the explanation necessary in taking up this bill, | a bad bargain, and demanded the small sum of 
tc act on it instead of referring it, as they were several hundred thousand dollars as an indemnity 
about to do—to act on it at once, as the facts were | for their want of judgment. That claim was car- 
brief and simple. ried through, as all such claims are, by the influ- 
|__ As to the courtesy of the gentleman from New | ence brought to bear upon Congress from, that 
York, [Mr. pao.) IrepeatthatI saidthatI should | great omnipotent commercial emporium. But 
be most happy if I, or any member of this House,| when an humble mail contractor from the West, 
could establish a precedentof courtesy. Thegen- | beaten down and ground to the earth by the par- 
tleman very ingeniously attempts to identify himself | simoniousnéss—perhaps it is necessary—of the 
| with this House. I acknowledged at that time the || Department under the cheap postage system—e 
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in order that the merchants may circulate their 
circulars at the expense of taxation upon the 
people of the West—when such a contractor 
comes here, under all these circumstances, ground 
down by the force of competition to the low- 
est limit, and compelled by the rules of the De- 
partment to accept the service for the lowest 
possible sum, and asks, not indemnity, but to be 
released from an unjust fine, they are met with 
such replies as that made by the gentleman from 
New York. Why is this difference made? Why 
is it that after paying our fair share towards sup- 
porting this Department, which has become a sort 
of merchants’ express, and is regulated at the will 
of merchants, because they regulate its amount of 
business, we are to be treated so differently from 
thosé-who ask more, merely because they ask 
more? [| was a mail contractor under that same 
letung,and | know of my own personal experience 
and personal losses, that mail contractorscould not, 
under the peculiar circumstances of the times, have 
borne the hardships inflicted on my constituents. 
~ Just at that time, owing to peculiar circumstances, 
everything which these mail contractors were 
obliged to buy—horses and provender of every 
description—rose in price upon an average of one 
hundred per cent. at least. I know that this is 
true, because I had a good right to know. These 
contractors bid for various routes, looked over and 
selected what suited them, and rejected others that 
they did not like. Where did the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Sace] get his information in re- 
gard to these gentlemen? It is entirely gratui- 
tous, and is not true. These contractors bid for 
contracts upon various routes, and they performed 
service upon most of them, while other routes 
were let through their instrumentality at great ex- 
pense, and perhaps at a possible sacrifice and per- 
sonal loss. They were fined upon three only; and 
they ask therefore to be released from the fineim- 
posed upon them. When the routes were dis- 
covered to be longer than was at first supposed, 
the Department relet them; but they could not do 
so without a considerable reduction in the terms. 
The difference between the two lettings is the sum 
which these contractors desire to be reimbursed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
from Kentucky allow me to ask him a question? 
The report states that some of the routes bid for 
by these persons were much longer than at first 
supposed. Is that the chief reason urged for the 
passage of the bill? 

Mr. EWING. That is one of the reasons why 
these contractors ask to be released from the fine 
imposed upon them. 

Mr. SMITH. I call the attention of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky to a section in the adver- 
tisement of the Department. 

Mr. EWING. 1 will explain that directly. 

Mr. SMITH. With the permission of the 
gentleman | will read it: 

**8. The distances are given according to the bestinform 
ation ; but no increased pay will be allowed should they 
be greater than advertised, if the points to be supplied be 


correctly stated. Bidders must inform themselves on this 
point.”’ 


Mr. EWING. I will explain the meaning of 
the section just read by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, as far as I can. I know very well that 
the laws of the Department could not release these 
contractors from the fine, and therefore the reason 
of this application to Congress. 

It would not, perhaps, do for Congress to say 
that a contractor should be always released from 
a contract if it should turn out to be half a mile or 
a mile longer; but the contractors in this case, 
where the distance proved to be so great, apply 
to the equity and justice of Congress to pay 
back to them the money which was exacted from 
them by the Department. I know very well that 
the terms of the law state that contracts must be 
let upon exactdistances. But here was a first letting 
in a new country where the distances were taken 
from ~E and which were vaguely and blindly 
given. The bidders themselves knew nothing of 
the distances, save as they procured them in this 
way, and as a result, these mistakes occurred. 
The Department states the distance is so much. 
The statements of the Department in the advertise- 
ments are usually correct; but if they do not mean 
to inform the bidders of the correct distances, why 


make any statement at all about it, and why not 


leave a blank? 


They might as well leave the advertisements | 
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with simply the names of the termini, with blanks 
as to the distances. If it were not intended to give 
correct statements and information as to the dis- 
tance of the route, of course the law, as interpre- 
ted by the Department, does not provide for the 
relief of these people, otherwise they would not 
be found applying to Congress for relief. 

I simply ask here—not that which has been 
conceded to other contractors—not that which was 
conceded to the constituents of the gentleman from 
New York during the last Congress, when indem- 
nity was made for the losses sustained by a com- 
pany of contractors under a bad contract—I simply 
ask that these men who attempted to fulfill, and 
who, for the greatest part, did fulfill their obliga- 
tions to the Government; who discharged all their 
obligations under peculiar hardships—for there 
has not been any letting under which so much 
hardship has been inflicted on western mail con- 
tractors, and from which such losses and bank- 
ruptcy have resulted—I simply ask, I say, that 


relief be extended to these men by Congress. | 


They have discharged their duty under peculiar 
difficulues, and they simply ask to be released 
from the fines imposed on them by the Postmaster 
General. 

| hope the House fully understands the case; 
and begging pardon for engrossing so much of 
their time, which I had not intended to do, and 
would not have done but for the objections that 
have been made in the matter, 1 now desire to 
cal] for the previous question. 

Mr. GROW. I ask the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky to withdraw for a moment his call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. EWING. No; I cannot now consent to 
withdraw my call for the previous question. I 
have already done so to-day once before; but as I 
speak with great difficulty, 1 do not wish to doso 
arain. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Kentucky to withdraw his call for the pre- 
vious question, for the purpose of enabling the 
House to be put into full possession of the facts of 
the case. For, | say here, that the House is not 
at this time in possession of the facts; and all I 
ask is that the gentleman from Kentucky will agree 
to allow the House to understand thoroughly the 
question before us. I wish to refer to the memo- 
rial of the petitioners, and the report of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. EWING. If the gentleman from Ohio 
desires to have the memorial read, it can be done. 
The report of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads has been already read by the 
Clerk. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Sace}] comes now with a letter from the Depart- 
ment; but I think the question has been fully dis- 
cussed, and I do not believe that the House needs 
any further enlightenment on the subject. 

Mr. EDGERTON. If the gentleman from 
Kentucky will allow me to read the memorial of 
the petitioners, [ think I will be able to satisfy the 
House that after all there has been no very great 
hardship sustained by these persons. 

Mr. SAGE. I wish the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky would withdraw for a moment or two his 
call for the previous question. | want to make a 
single remark, and to present an abstract of facts 
in the case. 

The SPEAKER. 


tucky declines, as 


The gentleman from Ken- 
the Chair understands, to 


withdraw the call for the previous question; and 


consequently debate is out of order. 
Mr. EDGERTON. 
will vote down the previous question. 
The question was then taken; and the previous 


question was not seconded, only thirty-three mem- | 


bers—not a sufficient number—voting for it. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
state to the House—and I do so upon the memo- 
rial presented by these gentlemen, the claimants 
—the facts, the real facts in the case. It appears 


from the memorial that the contractors made bids 


for fourteen routes in Texas 





Mr. EWING, (interrupting.) Let the memo- | 


rial be read from the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. EDGERTON. No. 
the facts. 

Mr. EWING. 
morial read from the table. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Itisnot necessary. These 
persons got the cuntracts for the conveyance of the 
mails on fourteen routes in Texas. One of the 





Then I hope the House 


1 will briefly state 


I would rather have the me- | 





April 24, 
contractors went from Kentucky to Texas for the 
purpose of examining the country. It appears 
that the Post Office Department were without ay 
previous knowledge as to the condition of the 
country; but the bids for the contracts were taken 
on the representation of some persons in whom 
they had confidence. This contractor went do 
as | said, from Kentucky to Texas, and on his arri- 
val there he found himself greatly deceived as to 
the nature of the country and the state of the 
roads over which the mails were to be carried 
insomuch that it was with difficulty he succeeded 
in employing persons to carry the mail on one 
part of the route. He succeeded in employing 
persons to carry the mails upon parts of the routes. 
and those routes over which he could not get per. 
sons to carry the mails for a less sum than their 
bids, they abandoned. 

They state, that for their failure to execute the 
bonds required by the Department, as security for 
carrying the mails over the aforesaid routes, that 
is, the three routes upon which they have been 
fined, the Postmaster General has imposed fines 
to the amount of $1,644. The length of these 
routes is not the cause of their complaint. It js 
not so stated in the memorial. Their complaint 
is the fact that they were deceived as to the nature 
of the country over which the routes pass; and, in 
the concluding prayer of the memorial, they state 
that they ‘* conceive that it cannot be for the inter. 
est of the General Government rigorously to exact 
from its citizens, your petitioners and their guaran. 
tors, a forfeiture incurred by their failure’’~or, 
more properly, their inability tocomply with a hard 
bargain. ‘* They therefore pray that your honor. 
able body will take their case into consideration, 
and exonerate them from the fine and forfeiture 
aforesaid, or extend to them such relief as may be 
deemed reasonable.’’ That is the whole case, 
They proposed to carry the mails upon certain 
routes, and in doing so they made a bad bargain. 
‘They relet those routes upon which they could 
save money, and the others, in relation to which 
they could not make advantageous bargains, they 
abandoned. The Department fined them for the 
abandonment. If this relief is granted to these 
gentlemen, every individual who makes a bad bar- 
gain with the Government will come here and 
claim remuneration at the hands of Congress, and 
will cite this case as a precedent for such appli- 
cation. 

Mr. GROW. I have but a word to say upon 
this matter; for, take it as presented by its friends, 
and is it such a case as Congress ought to grant 
relief in? The amount in controversy may not be 
very large, or of any greatconsequence. But the 
policy of the Post Office Department, in receiving 
bids for the transportation of the mails, is to se- 
cure a faithful performance of the contracts; and, 
previous to 1836, the bidders for the routes were 
simply required to present a recommendation to 
the Department from some persons known to it. 
But Congress then changed the law in that res- 
pect, and required the bids to be guaranteed, for 
the express purpose of having reliable and sufi- 
cient security to secure and compel a faithful per- 
formance. 

Now, in the case before us, as in every other 
case of mail lettings, bidders put in bids upona 
large number of routes. Then, on examination of 
their routes, if they ascertain that they have been 
mistaken in relation to the nature of the routes, 
and that they have become involved in expenses 
above the receipts, is the Government to relieve 
them? Bona fide bidders who live in the vicinity of 
the routes, who understood the character of the 
country, and knew the expenses of carrying the 
mail over it, bid in the expectation that if their bids 
are accepted, they will go onand perform the ser- 
vice. Butthey weredeprived of the opportunity of 
carrying the mails, by the competition of such in- 
dividuals, who have subjecte the Government 
to unnecessary inconvenience and delay by the 
non-performance of their contracts, and who have 
subjected the citizens along these routes to incon: 
venience, delay, and disturbance, in their mal 
facilities. . . 

If we grant this relief, we establish a precedent 
for making up for losses, which will induce re 
ulating men to bid upon every route 5 ’ 
and then, when they find that they have been ¢& 
ceived, or have made hard bargains, to throw *P 

| their contracts and apply to Congress for ree 
' based upen this very case. It is a bad preceden 
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to establish. Let Government hold menwho take | TheSPEAKER. The question now recurs on 


contracts to a strict accountability; and when the 
Government has not deceived the parties, nor done 
any act to their prejudice, it should not grant re- 
1 of The Government has not deceived these par- 


ee because it gave notice to them of the routes, 
* named the points between which they run; 
and that the contractors should inform themselves 


in relation to them. A clause of the advertisement 
for these lettings is in these words: 
«10, The distances are given according to the bestinforma 
e ‘but no increased pay will be allowed should they be 
eater than advertised, if the points to be supplyed be cor 
stated. Bidders must inform themselves on this 
pom. ? 
" if these routes had been one third less in length 
than they were advertised to be, the parties would 
havehad the benefit of that variation. If they adver- 
tise a route as three hundred miles in length, and 
it turns out to be only two hundred and fifty, they 
must pay for the three hundred miles advertised, 
i the contractor would get the benefit of it. I 
am opposed to granting the relief asked for, how - 
ever great the case of individual hardship; for it 
was one brought on the parties by their own 


folly. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. [ask the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania to withdraw the proposition long 


enough to have the memorial read. 
Mr. GROW. 1 will withdraw it for that pur- 


* Mr. EWING. I was about to ask to have the 
me norial read. 

Vr. GROW. ¢i do not withdraw the demand 
for any rem irks to be made. 

Mr. EWING. That would be a very hard 
ase. 

Mr. GROW. I appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw his demand in my favor a few minutes 
since, and he refused. I withdraw only for the 

ose of having the memorial read. 

I'he memorial was read by the Clerk, as follows: 


To the honorable Senate and House of Representatives in 
Congress assembled ; 


Your petitioners, James Jeffries and Jeremiah Smith, 
state that they were the suecessful bidders for carrying 
the mail for four years ending the lst day of July, 1854, on 
fourteen routes in the State of Texas, among which were 
those numbered 6268, 6269, and 6277. Your petitioners 
state that one of them went from his residence in Barren 

inty, Kentucky, to the State of Texas, for the purpose of 
waking the necessary arrangements for filling their con- 
tract; but, on his arrival, found himself greatly deceived as 
to the nature of the country and the state of the roads over 
which the mails were to be carried, insomuch that it was 
with difficully that he succeeded in employing persons to 
y the mail on only a portion of the routes, which he did 
engaging to give them the whole of the compensation 
they were to receive from the Government. Your petition 
ers, Anxious to carry their contract into execution in good 
faith, being willing to lose their time and their necessary 
expenses incurred in traveling. Your petitioners are in 
formed that most of the persons with whom they contracted, 
as aforesaid, have been substituted for them by the Post- 
master General, and it is presamed they have executed the 

essary bonds, so that as to all such routes your petition- 
ers suppose they are exonerated. But for their failure to 
execure bonds with the required security for carrying the 
mail on the aforesaid routes—Nos. 6263, 6269, and 6277, 
they have been fined by the Postmaster General in the 
sum of $1,644, part of which, viz: #444, they have paid. 
Now your petitioners state that the distance on route No. 
6209 Was stated in the advertisement of the Department to 
be thirty five miles, whereas they have been informed, and 
be eve the actual distance is about seventy-five miles ; and 
they have, noreover, understood from information that the 
real distance on all the routes in Texas which they bid off, 
exceeded that stated in the advertisement—they looked to 
the advertisement for the distances, and have thus been mis 


} 
py 


led. But, however deceived or misled, your petitioners 
humbly conceive thatitcannot be for the interest of the 
Government rigorously to exact from its citizens, your pe- 
“toners and their guarantors, a forfeiture incurred by their 


iure, 


or more properly, their inability, to comply witha 
I < bargain. They therefore pray that your honorable 
. “y will take their case into consideration, and exon erate 
e em fromthe fine and forfeiture aforesaid, or extend to 
“ie such relief as may be deemed reasonable. 
JAMES JEFFRIES, 
J. M. SMITH. 
rene é 
Mr.EWING. I hope the House will refuse to 
second the demand. 
The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 
The question then recurred upon the motion to 
refer to the Committee of the Whole House. 


Mr. PHELPS. Is theranot a motion pending 


to refer the bill to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads? 


The SPEAKER. Thereis such a motion pend- 


oe but the question is first upon referring to the 
vommittee of the Whole House. 


The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer the bill; and it was disagreed to. 


the motion to refer the bill to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. EWING. Is not the call for the previous 
question now exhausted ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, and will not be 
until the motions to commit are disposed of. 

Mr. HIESTER. I move that the bill be laid 
on the table. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to lay the bill on the table; there being, ona divis- 
ion—ayes 48, noes not counted. ’ 

The question was then taken on the reference 
of the bill to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads; and it was agreed to. 


SENATE AMENDMENTS TO THE DEFICIENCY 
BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House do now 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. CuHanpcer in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The question under con- 
sideration when the committee was last in session, 
was the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move the bill be laid aside, 
that we may take up for consideration the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the deficiency bill. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Chairman, I do not pro- 
pose to occupy much of the time of the commit- 
tee at present in explaining the action of the 
Committee of Ways and Means on the amend 
ments of the Senate to the deficiency bill. The 
bill as it passed the House of Representatives 
contained appropriations to the amount of nearly 
$1,500,000. The Senate, by its action, has added, 
as amendments to the bill, appropriations (besides 
indefinite ones) to the amount of upwards of 
$2,000,000. The Committee of Waysand Means, 
in considering those amendments of the Senate, 
concluded to recommend to the House the adop- 
tion of a number of them, amounting to little less 
than $500,000. If the recommendation of the 
Committee of Ways and Means be adopted, there 
will be still more than $1,500,000 involved in the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

A portion of the amendment made by the Sen- 
ate, and in which the Committee of Ways and 
Means agree in recommending to the adoption of 
the House, consist of appropriations for fulfilling 
treaty stipulations with the Indians. These 
amount to about $150,000. The object of having 
them in this bill is, that the Department may be 
enabled to have at their command this sum of 
money in advance of the passage of the regular 
Indian appropriation bill. This money is for an- 
nuities we are bound to pay to the Sioux Indians 
in Minnesota, by treaties made with them in 
1851. A portion of these annuities have to be 
paid in goods, and as the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, under existing laws, is required to give 
sixty days’ notice for proposals for furnishing 
those goods, and as those goods have to be trans- 
ported from the Atlantic cities to the Territory of 
Minnesota, it is important, nay more, it is neces- 
sary, that these goods should be delivered to the 
Indians agentsin the summer months. For if we 
wait until the rivers are frozen, the transportation 
would have to be entirely by land from the shores 
of Lake Michigan. The appropriation does not in- 
crease the expenditures of the Government at all. 
It is a mere transfer of this appropriation from 
the Indian appropriation bill to this deficiency 
bill, and the Department urges upon Congress 
that a similar course shall be pursued with the 
appropriations designed for the next year. 

The Committee of Ways and Means also find an 
amendment adopted by the Senate, appropriating 
$500,000 towards the construction of water-works 
for the cities of Washington and Georgetown. 
This appropriation is proposed asa deficiency. The 
sum of $100,000 was appropriated by the last 
Congress to be expended on these works during 
the present fiscal year. I am informed that, since 
the passage of this bill by the Senate, a portion 
of the workmen who have been employed upon 


these works have been discharged, and no more | 
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the appropriation during the residue of the pres- 
ent fiscal year. 

A more important question than that of expe- 
diting the work by making appropriations in ad- 
vance of the regular appropriation bills is, in the 
opinion of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
whether Congress will prosecute work on this 
aqueduct upon the plan adopted. This plan, 
according to the estimate of the officers having 
the work in charge, will cost about $2,400,000. 
Shall Congress prosecute this work or abandon it? 

It is stated a sufficient supply of water can be 
obtained at a cost of about $1,000,000 by adopt- 
ing a different plan. The Committee of Ways 
and Means did not feel competent to decide this 
question; they leave it for the decision of the 
House. 

Another amendment provides for the construc- 
tion of a bridge across the Potomac, at Little 
Falls. It appropriates $75,000. The Committee 
of Ways and Means cannot concur in this, but 
recommend to the House to disagree to it. 

There is another important amendment made 
by the Senate, which was much discussed at the 
time the deficiency bill was under consideration 
here before: ! refer to the appropriations for the 
further prosecution of the work on various custom- 
houses. It will be recollected that the first de 
ficiency bill failed in this House in consequence 
of burdening it with appropriations for custom- 
houses. A second bill was reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, omitting them. The 
Committee of Ways and Means deemed it ex- 
pedient to reporta separate bill, providing for the 
prosecution of the work on those custom-houses, 
and also providing some additional guards and 
checks upon the expenditure of that money. The 
Senate has added to this deficiency bill all those 
custom-houses which were defeated here, and has 
also made appropriations tothe amount of $450,000 
in addition—§250,000 of it for the completion of 
the custom-house at San Francisco, and $200,000 
for the construction of a new custom-house at 
Portland, Maine,’ the late custom-house in that 
city having been burnt down. 

Again, there is another class of appropriations 
for the completion of marine hospitals. ‘The Sen- 


ate has added an appropriation for such marine 
hospitals as were adopted in the Committee of 
the Whole here, but rejected in the House. In 
addition to those, it has appropriated $15,000 
towards constructing a new hospital at the town 
of Burlington, in the State of lowa. While we 
were discussing the proposed expenditures for 
custom-houses and marine hospitals, it was urged 
in the House by the advocates of these approprt- 
ations, that it was necessary that fire-proof build- 
ings should be erected. 

In explanation of the action of the Committee 
of Ways and Means upon this subject, it is proper 
to say they desire to see erected substantial fire- 
proof buildings, but do not feel justified in recom- 
mending large expenditures for the purpose of 
constructing ornamental public buildings. Whilst 
the Committee of Ways and Means desire to se- 
cure a wise public economy, they do not desire 
the Government to be either parsimonious or nig- 
gardly in its expenditure of money upon important 
public buildings. It must also be recollected that 
these appropr! utions are not deficiencies. The re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury shows that 
but a small portion of the money already appro- 
priated for the erection of these custom-houses 
has been expended. Perhaps not one fourth of 
the money appropriated has been expended up to 
this time; certainly it was not expended in the 
month of January last, the date of the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. There has been, 
and now is, sufficiency of money on hand in the 
Treasury, as appears by that report, which may 
be applied to the erection and completion of these 
buildings, and more money than can be wisely ex- 
pended during the residue of this fiscal year. For 
these reasons, the Committee of Ways and Means 
felt themselves bound, at that time, to oppose 
those appropriations, and vor the same reasons 
they now recommend a non-concurrence in this 
amendment. 

[did not expect, in the few remarks which I 
felt called upon to make in explanation of the ac- 
tion of the committee, to comment upon every 
amendment proposed by the Senate. ‘There will 
be time for this when the five-minute debate shal 


| have been retained than can be employed under !! commence; and I hope that the House, when the 
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committee have risen, will agree to close debate at 
an early hour, for a great deal of the money ap- | 
propriated in this bill, in the form in which the 

appropriations were passed in the House of Rep- 

resentatives, is needed, and needed at this moment, 

for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the 

Government. I shall therefore feel myself bound 

to ask the House to close the general debate upon 

this bill at an early period. Some other bill can 

he taken up upon which general discussion can be 

resumed. -I hope, therefore, when we shall go 

inw the [louse again, a resolution will be passed 

closing the general debate upon this bill to-mor- 

row; for in such debate, I am satisfied, very little 

will be said in relation to the expenditure of 

money propaged to be made by this bill. 

Mr. PHILLIPS then addressed the committee 
on the subject of the bill for the organization of 
territorial governments for Nebraska and Kansas. 
He said that the bill was assailed by many who 
admitted the correctness of the principle upon 
which it was founded, and yet objected to it as a 
repeal of the Missouri act of 1820. If that act 
had no further claim upon theirconsideration than 
its own intrinsic merits, it surely would be illogi- 
cal to say that the wrong of their predecessors 
should be a bar to righteous action on their own 
part. 

But it was said that the act of 1820 was some- 
thing more than a legislative act; that it was the 
result of a compact, an agreement between the 
two great sections of the confederacy at that time 
intended to be perpetually obligatory. It was, 
then, of the greatest importance to examine into 
the truth of this allegation; for if it were true, 
then, whatever might be the merits of the meas- 
ure before them, it could not receive the assent or 
concurrence of any honorable man. 

Now, for the purpose of making this examina- 
tion, he had, with great care, looked into the Jour- 
nals of the two Houses of Congress for the ses- 
sions of 1820-'2], for the truth of the proposition 
was not to be tried by hearsay evidence, but by 
the records—the faithful chroniclers of the past, 
and the unerring guides for the future. 

He would say in advance, and say it boldly, 
that so far from the Journals showing that any 
such compact or agreement as was now alleged 
was then entertained between the representatives 
of the non-slaveholding States and those from the 
slaveholding States, there was not a page relative 
to this subject-matter which did not dispute the 
assertion. 

Mr. P. then quoted from the Journals of 1820-’21 
to show that the idea of the Missouri act of 1820 
being acompact or agreement, was not entertained 
at that time, and in behalf of the North he rejected 
this argument as a reproach and a calumny upon 
that great section of the Confederacy. 

Mr. BENTON and Mr. HARRIS took the 
floor. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman 
from Missouri had obtained the floor. 

Mr. BENTON stated that he would, for the 
resent, yield the floor to the gentleman from 

lississippi, on condition that he (Mr. Benrow) | 
would be entitled to it to-morrow morning. 
The CHAIRMAN. If there is no objection 
on the partof the committee, that will be the order 
of proceedings. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was here received from the President 
of the United States by the hands of Sipney Wes- 
ster, Esq., his Private Secretary, notifying the 
House that he did, on the 20th instant, approve 
and sign House bill No. 32, entitled ‘* An act to 
authorize the school commissioners of fractional 
township number one, of range ten east, in Ala- 
bama, to locate one half section of land for school 
purposes.”’ 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, | 
by the hands of Mr. Assury Dicxins, its Secre- | 


tary, notifying the House that the Senate had || 


passed a bill and joint resolution of the House of 
the following titles: 
H. R. No. 235. An act for the relief of Grafton | 
Baker. 
Joint resolution of the House authorizing the | 
accounting officers of the Treasury to adjust the 
expenses of a Board of Commissioners appointed 
by the Territorial Assembly of Oregon to prepare | 
a code of laws; also, to adjust the expense of col- | 


| 
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| lecting and printing certain laws and archives of 
| the Territory of Oregon; severally without amend- 
}; ment, 

Also, that the Senate insist upon its first amend- 
ment disagreed to by the House, and disagree to 
the amendment of the House to the third amend- 
ment of the Senate (House bill No. 47) making 

‘appropriations for the support of the Military 
Academy for the year ending June 30, 1855; and 
ask a conference with the House on the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses thereon. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi, then addressed 
the committee for some time in regard to the Ne- 
braska bill. He had not concluded, when 

Mr. KEITT said: Mr. Chairman, my friend 
from Mississippi [Mr. Harris] is unwell, and 
unable to proceed; and therefore, with his per- 
mission, | move that the committee do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi yield to that motion? 

Mr. HARRIS expressed his assent. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had under consideration 
the Union generally, and especially House bill 
No. 271, and had come to noconclusion thereon. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to offer a resolution 
to close the debate on this bill in two hours after 
the committee shall have resumed its considera- 
tion; and on that motion I demand the previous 
question. 

Several MemBers. 

Mr. HIESTER. 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken on the latter motion; 
and it was agreed to. 

The House thereupon, at a quarter past three 
o’clock, p. m., adjourned to to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


Oh, no! 
1 move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, April 25, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mivavarn. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


SELECT COMMITTEE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed 
Messrs. Everett, Tovucey, Matiory, Dawson, 
and Norris, as the Select Committee to consider 

| the memorial of the American Association for the 
| Promotion of Science, praying that an appropria- 
tion be made to enable Professor Mitchell to con- 
struct a machine for observing right-ascensions 
and declinations by the aid of magnetism. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed 
Messrs. Hunter, Suieips, and Bei, as mana- 
gers, on the part of the Senate, of the conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Military Academy for the year ending June 30, 
1855. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. WADE presented resolutions passed at a 
meeting of citizens of North Benton, Ohio, re- 
monstrating against the passage of the Nebraska 
bill; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
Robert B. Forbes, praying the establishment of 
floating schools in the principal seaports of the 
United States, and on the lakes, for the partial 

| education of seamen; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Pennsylvania, and a petition of citizens 
of New Jersey, remonstrating against any infringe- 
ment of the Missouri compromise; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, remonstrating against an exten- 
sion or renewal of Woodworth’s patent for a 
planing machine; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a memorial of the Franklin Institute of 
the State of Pennsylvania forthe Promotion of the 
Mechanic Arts, praying that the Executive of the 
United States be authorized to negotiate with the 
Government of Great Britain for the establishment 
| of a coinage for the two countries identical in every- 


thing but name; which was referred to the Com. 


| mittee on Finance. 


Also, a memorial of the heirs-at-law of Samue! R 
Fisher, the surviving partner of the firm of Joshys 
Fisher & Sons, praying payment for goods take, 
by the Committee of Safety, of Philadelphia, ;, 
1774, for the use of the Army; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizen, 
of Philadelphia, praying that steel in sheets, as 
well as steel in bars, may be admitted free os 
duty; which was referred to the Committee en 
Finance. 

Also, five petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania 
remonstrating against the repeal of the Missour, 
compromise; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, the memorial of the Uwchlan monthly 
meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, ¢¢ 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, remonstratine 
against the passage of the Nebraska bill; whic), 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, 
signed by Henry Vethake, Provost of the Up). 
versity of Pennsylvania, William H. Allen, Pres. 
ident of Girard College, L. A. Godey, Joel Jones, 
A. V. Parsons, Edward King, Elliott Cresson, and 
others, praying Congress to set apart three or fou 
millions of acres of the public national domain fo; 
the education of female teachers; which was re. 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of Washington J. Jackson, 
William J. McElroy, and otheyeitizens of Phils. 
delphia, remonstrating against the ratification of ap 
international copyright treaty with Great Britain; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


BENJAMIN ROWE. 

Mr. HAMLIN. lIask the Senate to take 
House bill for the relief of Benjamin Rowe, fo: 
the purpose of having it recommitted, with addi 
tional evidence, to the Committee on Pensions, 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill as ii 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that it be recommitted 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I present now additiona! doc- 
uments in relation to that case. I move that they 
be referred to the same committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on For 
eign Relations, to whom was referred the petition 
of John de Wolf, praying to be indemnified for 
losses sustained in consequence of having been 
suspended in the performance of his duties as 
United States consul at Sidney, Nova Scotia, 
asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
tion; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of M. Jean Deplaigne, 
a French subject, resident in Mexico, praying 
indemnity for the loss of certain property seized 
by the naval force of the United States after the 
surrender of Frontera de Tabasco, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of William G. More- 
head, late United States consul at Valparaiso, 
praying compensation for the time he acted as 
chargé d’affaires, asked to be discharged from 1's 

_ further consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Margaret Barnitz, sole heir of Lieutenant 
Colonel David Greer, praying for commutation, 
and for the payment of moneys due her deceased 

| father by the United States, on account of ad- 
vances made by him during the revolutionary wa, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which wes 
ordered to be printed. . 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the petition of C. C. Beatty, 
son and executor of Reading Beatty, praying 8" 
increase of the pension allowed his father for ser- 
vices as surgeon in the war of the Revolution, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
| ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the petition of Caty White, widow 
of William White, a lieutenant in Colonel. 
| Gibson’s regiment in the war of the Revolution, 
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oraying for arrears of pension due her, submitted 


sn adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 








be printed. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


was referred the petition of Hiram Upson and 
others, of Warwick, New York, praying that 
oensions may be granted to the children of officers 
and soldiers who were killed or died in service 
during the revolutionary war, and whose moth- 
ors would have been entitled to pensions if they had 
survived, submitted an adverse report; Which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Edward 
Bartlett and others, praying to be placed on the 
same footing as pensioners of the Revolution, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation, on the ground that the committee had already 
made a report upon a similar petition. 

It was so ordered. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Nathan 
Daggett, deceased, praying compensation for his 
services during the revolutionary war, submitted 
an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Jane Becannon, widow 
of Philip Becannon, praying a pension on account 
of his services during the revolutionary war, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COOPER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
of William L. Meredith, the son and only heir 
of Major William Meredith, late of Edmonson 
county, Kentucky, praying compensation for ser- 
vices and losses in the revolutionary war, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration; 
which was agreed to. Healso submitted a report 
on the subject; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a joint resolution relative to the adminis- 
tration of pension laws; which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the petitions of Sarah Larrabee and 
Nancy Bowen, praying to be allowed pensions, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COOPER, from the Committee on Revo- 
utionary Claims, to whom was recommiited the 
bill for the relief of Robert C. Thompson, only 
surviving child and legal representative of William 
Thompson, deceased, formerly a brigadier gen- 
eral in the Army of the Revolutionary war, 
reported it back without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of the representative 
of Henry King, praying payment for arrears due 
him for services in the war of the Revolution, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 


PETITION WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. TOUCEY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of George Dennet be with- 


drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


MAISON ROUGE GRANT. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands to report a bill to amend 
an act entitled ‘* An act to grant the right of pre- 
emption to certain purchasers and settlers on the 
Maison Rouge Grant, in the event of the final ad- 
judication of the title in favor of the United States,’’ 
approved January 27, 1851. There have been con- 
tested claims in reference to this land, and itis very 
hecessary that the bill should be passed speedily. 
I therefore ask the unanimous consent of the Sen- 
ate to put it on its passage now. 

The bill was read a first and second time, by 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 
iz a to amend the act of January 27, 1851, 
mised t j reémption privilege granted by the 
a and third sections of that act shall extend 
O the smallest Jegal subdivisions on which any 
alien of the improvements or possession of the 
with : contemplated by those sections, extends; 
a proviso, that, when the improvement or 

Session of two or more settlers extends over 
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| Secretary of the Interior, that the sixteenth section | 
| of land in any township of the State of Missis- | 
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the same forty-acre subdivision or subdivisions, it Senate a communication from the President of the 
or they shall be patented to all the settlers whose || United States, transmitting, and recommending 
improvements extend thereon, and whoavail them- || to the favorable consideration of the Senate, a 
selves of the benefit of this act and of the act of | report of the Attorney General, suggesting modi- 
which it is amendatory—the right of each to be in || fications in the manner of conducting the legal 
proportion to the extent of his improvements || business of the Government. 
thereon. || Mr.MASON. I move that the communication 
Mr. JOHNSON. I havereceived a letter from || be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
the Commissioner of Public Lands, on this sub- Mr. FITZPATRICK. I would suggest to the 
ject, which explains the bill. [ask that it be read. || Senator from Virginia that this communication 
The communication was read, as follows: || 18 In response to a request from the Committee on 
GENERAL LAND Orrice, March 17, 1854. Retrenchment and Reform. I think, therefore, 
Sir: In accordance with your request I have prepared, || that its proper reference should be to that com- 
seareraie Semsepe mainte peemtoatimeer cena: || Mee 
tion to certain purchasers and settlers anthe lalate wo Mr. MASON. Then I withdraw my motion. 
Grant,’’ &c. The bill does not propose to interfere with Mr. FITZPATRICK. I move to refer the 
communication to the Committee on Retrench- 


the rights of those who purchased from Daniel Cox, and 
se rights are protected by the first section of » actof . 

whose rights are protected by first section of the act of ment and Reform, and that it be ordered to be 

printed. 


1851, but simply to extend the provisions of the other sec- 
tions, so that the actual settlers may get all the lands im- | 
The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


proved by them. As settlers, they have higher rights than | 
any one else; and the Government will get the minimum 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


price for the land. Every principle of justice and expe 
diency would seem to require the enactment of such a 

and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened; and 


provision. 
The Senate adjourned. 


[ have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, JOHN WILSON, Commissioner. 
Hon. Rosert W. Jonnson, Senate Chamber. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


SCHOOL LANDS. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill ‘‘ to 
grant other lands in lieu of certain sixteenth sec- 
tions in the State of Mississippi, heretofore dis- 
posed of by the United States for other than 
school purposes,’’ have instructed me to report it 
back with amendments, and to recommend the | ( 
passage of the billas thus amended. I ask the | gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. PHELPS, | provid- 
Senate to allow it to be put on its passage at this || ng for closing the debate on the a bill in 
time. | two hours after the Committee of the Whole on 

Mr. BROWN. [hope the Senate will agree to the state of the Union shall have resumed its con- 
consider the bill now. : | sideration; and on that motion the previous ques- 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, || tion has been demanded. 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the bill. {[Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 

It proposes to enact that, in all cases where it | Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the || bill; which thereupon received the signature of the 
Speaker: 

An act making grants of public lands to the 
several States of the Union for the benefit of in- 
sane persons. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been demanded upon the resolution offered yes- 
terday by the gentleman from Missouri, | Mr. 
PuELpPs,] to close debate upon the deficiency bill 
in two hours after it shall be again resumed by 
the committee. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuespay, April 25, 1854. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wiruiam H. Mirsvrn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. The question first in order 
is on the adoption of the resolution offered by the 


Prayer 


sippi has been given toan Indian as a reservation, | 
or has been otherwise disposed of by the United | 
States, so that it cannot now be used for school 
purposes, the Secretary shall permit such person 
as may be appointed by the Governor of Missis- 
sippi for that purpose, to locate another section in 
legal subdivisions on any of the vacant lands of 
the United States in any land district where that 
sixteenth section lies. Mr. EWING. Before that vote is taken, I 

Theamendments of the committee were to strike || should be happy to have the consent of the 
out the words ‘* the State of Mississippi,’’ where || House to introduce a resolution of inquiry, as I 
they first occurred, and insert ‘* any State in which | shall not be here on Monday, when such matters 
there are public lands;’’ and to strike out ‘* Gov- || are more properly in order. 
ernor of Mississippi,’’ and insert ‘* Governor of The resolution was then read for information, 
such State.”’ as follows: 

Mr. BROWN. These amendments are simply Resolved, That the President be requested, if not incom 
meant to make the bill general, instead of confining patible with the public interests, to inform this House what 


its provisions to a sinele State { have no obiec- || S&P* ifany, have been taken by this Government to secure, 
tion te them myself 5 ; "3 the permanent acknowledgment, by treaty of the rights of 


| 


r ’ neutrals by the Governments of Great Britain and France, 
The amendments were agreed to, the bill was || and what degree of success has attended those efforts, if any 
reported to the Senate, and the amendments were bene bose mada. see ie “ad 
. r : Z . esolved, further, tat the President be requested, if no 
concurred in. The bill ves ordered Pe be en incompatible with the public interests, to inform this House 
grossed for a third reading, read a third time, and whether, in any particular, the Government of Great Britain 
passed. Its title was amended so as to read: ‘A || has assumed to act for Spain in the negotiations consequent 
bill to grant other lands in lieu of certain sixteenth || upon we octane of the Black Wentenoattat te of re 
s : Ini sponsibility that Government has assumed in the matter, 
sections heretofore disposed of by the United || ond if so assuming to act for Spain, upon what pretext, if 
States for other than school purposes. any is alleged. 
PENSACOLA MARINE HOSPITAL. Mr. EWING. I have but a word to’ sayin re- 
Mr. MORTON submitted the following resolu- || gard to the object have in view in presenting the 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- || resolution. As the question is upon its adoption, 
sent, and agreed to: an explanation of the object may influence some 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be di- ||) members in the vote they may give upon it. 
rected to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- l drew up the resolution and have submitted it 
E yieie the erection of a marine hospital at Pensacola, || to the judgment of some of the members of the 
; |, Committee on Foreign Affairs, as well as to other 
-N LE LLS § N ° : aa 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED | gentlemen outside of that committee, all of whom 
A message from the House of Representatives || regard it asa matter of practical importance. | 
was received, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, an- || am as much averse to wasting the time of the 
nouncing that the Speaker had signed the bill || House in the passage of mere declarations of sen- 
making a grant of land to the several States of the || timents as any member can be. I have always 
Union for the benefit of indigent insane persons. been opposed to thatcourse. But I am fully con- 
_The PRESIDENT pro tempore then signed the || yinced the time has come for practical action upon 
bill. this subject. 
JUDICIAL EXPENSES. It has been said that our able representative at 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the || the court of Great Britain is endeavoring to per- 
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fect a treaty to effect the purpose referred to in the 
I know not that it is 80; but it has 
been intimated that there is danger that, amid the 
jenlousies of the leaders of that great party whose 
peculiar mission it 18 to furnish Presidents to this 
country and to divide the spoils, that this nego- 
t , At all events, I 
cret diplomacy is of no advantage to 
We gain nothing by it. Our 
only strength arises from the knowledge that the 
uncontrollable Democracy of this country plant 
themselves upon their rights, and are determined to 
assert them, and wall not yield a particle of them, 
and that is our greatest, perhaps our only advant- 
negotiations with foreign Governments. 
Secrecy gives us no strength, because we cannot 
wecure that profound secrecy which surrounds the 
dipiomar y of foreign Governments. 

1 think, therefore, that this Department of the 
Government, and the people of the country, ought 
to participate inthe councils, and in the knowledge 
of all such matters as this. In reference to the 
last of the two resolutions, I will also saya word. 
i perceivein the reports of thedebates of the British 
Parliament, that a member asked Lord John Rus- 
sell what course the British Government had taken 
in relation to the Black Warrior affair. He in- 
formed the House that instructions had been trans- 
mitted to Mr. Crampton, the British Minister to 
this country, but that no answer had been re- 
ceived, I read that with amazement. It is im- 
portant ‘hat we should know what action, if any, 
that Government has taken in relation to that 
affair in connection with Spain. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 rise to a question 
of order. It is, that this resolution gives rise to 
debate, and must go over, under the rule. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
resolution will not go over, for the reason that the 
Hlouse allowed its introduction by unanimous 
lt is properly before the House to the 
exclusion of all other business. It would go over 
under other circumstances, but not now. 

Mr. EWING. I only wish to add, sir, that it 
would seem the purpose of the British Govern- 
ment, or of the present Ministry of that Govern- 
ment, to interfere—as they have expressed their 
determination, in conjunction with France, to do— 
in the regulation of affairs upon this continent, 
and all over the universe. These are my reasons 
for calling the attention of the House to this sub- 
jectat this time. 1 hope the House will, at least, 
see that I have a practical object in view; and 
now, in accordance with the request of gentlemen 
around me, | move the previous question. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 1 wish to inquire whether 
it is in order at this time to move to refer this 
resolution to the Committee on Foreign Affairs? 
The gentleman from Kentucky 

Mr. EWING. I rise to a question of order. 
I demanded the previous question 

The SPEAKER. The Chair heard no call 
from the gentleman. 

Mr. EWING. [certainly closed my remarks 


reaoiution. 


ion may come to naught. 
velieve that se 


thre Government. 


ave in 


consent, 





with a demana for the previous question, as gen- 


tlemen all round me can testify. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair repeats that he 
did not hear the gentleman. It is in order to move 
to refer the resolution to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Well, sir, I wish to ask 


upon its passage; will it now? 
The SPEAKER. It will. 
Mr. STEPHENS. 
refer will be voted down. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


be referred. 


|| been in time, but for the fact that his coll 
I hope then the motion to | 


I hope the resolution will | 


The question was taken; and the resolution was 


referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. [rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was referred, and to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken, and the latter motion 
agreed to. 

ESTIMATES FROM INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. ORR. I would ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to have printed, for the use of 


members, certain estimates which | have received | 


from the Department of the Interior in reference 
to Indian matters. 


There was no objection, and it was so ordered. | 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. LATHAM. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report a bill from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, in order that it may be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union, and ordered to be printed, inasmuch 


as it is connected with territorial business, which | 


is set down for hearing for Monday next. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. L. then, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill; which was read a first and 


second time by its title, as follows, and referred to | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed: 
A bill to extend the rights of preémption over 


unsurveyed land in Minnesota, and for other pur- | 


poses. 


DEFICIENCY BILL-——CLOSE OF DEBATE. 

Mr. PHELPS. Yesterday evening I intro- 
duced a resolution proposing to close debate on 
the deficiency bill, and called for the previous 
question. I now withdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question, in order to modify the resolution 
so as to propose that the general debate on the bill 
referred to, be closed to-morrow, at one o’clock. 

[Cries of ** No!” **No!” ** Yes!’] 

Mr. PHELPS. The necessity for the passage 
of the deficiency bill, so that the money may be 
at the disposal of the Government, is very great. 
If we pursue the course I have suggested, we shall 
soon reach another bill on which the general de- 
bate may proceed. 


The question was put on seconding the call | 


for the previous question, and there were, on a 
division—yeas 51—— 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Mr. PECKHAM. 


I call for tellers. 


shall propose to close general debate a week from 
to-day. 
Mr. JONES. Next week is devoted, by special 


| order of the House, to the consideration of terri- 


torial business. 


The SPEAKER. Thegentleman’s amendment | 


is not in order, the previous question having been 


| called on the resolution. 


the gentleman from Kentucky what members of || 
the previous question, and the tellers reported— 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs have been con- 
sulted in reference to this resolution ? 

Mr. EWING. I do not feel called upon to 
answer the question. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 
resolution to the Committee on Foreign Affairs; 
and upon that motion 1 call the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. KEITT. Lask that the resolution may 
again be read. 

The SPEAKER. 
objected to. 

Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr. WALKER. 
be read. 

The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 
~The Clerk then read the resolution. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the motion 
to refer this resolution to the Committee on Foreign 


It willagain be read, unless 


I object. 
I move that the resolution 





I then move to refer the | 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Perkins, of 
New York, and Cuurcuwe tt, were appointed. 
The question was put on seconding the call for 


ayes 58 
The SPEAKER. Nota sufficient number. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Then I call for the yeas and 

nays. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain 


whether a quorum be present, because the question 





is substantially raised by the gentleman from Ala- | 


| bama. 


| of the gentleman from Missouri by inserting | 
‘* Thursday next, at one o’clock,’’ in lieu of **to- || 
morrow, at one o’clock;’’ and on that I demand | 


\] 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to count the 
number of members present, and announced that 


ther€ were one hundred and sixty-two in their | 


places, being more than a quorum. 
So the previous question was not seconded. 
Mr. DEAN. I move to amend the resolution 


the previous question. 


Mr. PECKHAM. Am I in time to move to 


amend the resolution by inserting ‘* Tuesday next, | 


at one o’clock?”’ 


| move to amend the reso- | 
lution of the gentleman from Missouri, so that it | 
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| Affairs be voted down, the question will then recur | The SPEAKER. The ge 
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ntleman would have 
Cague, 


occupying the floor, has demanded the Previous 


question. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I ask my colleague to wit), 
draw the demand for the previous question te I 
may offer an amendment. = 
Mr. DEAN. I will withdraw it for that ou 
pose. F = 

Mr. PECKHAM. I then move to amend th 
resolution so as to close the debate on Tiel 
next, at two o’clock. y 

Mr. MACE. _I have a prior motion to make 

The SPEAKER. What is it? 

Mr. MACE. I| move that the rules be Bus. 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into th. 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the ren. 
tleman from Indiana is a highly privileged ‘mo 
tion, but so is the proposition of the gentleman 
from Missouri, and it has been usual under the 
pFactice of the House to give precedence to a mo. 
tion to close debate on a particular question over 
a motion to go into committee to consider tha: 
question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
of the Chair if the order for territorial business 
does not commence on Monday next, and cop. 
tinue during the whole week? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. JONES. Then it is no use to allow the 
debate on this bill to continue till Tuesday, 

Mr. PECKHAM. I do not think it will do 
us any harm. 

Mr. JONES. It will stave the bill off for two 
weeks longer. I ask for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment of the gentleman from New York, 


| (Mr. Pecknuam.] 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then put; and, on a division, 
there were—ayes 73, noes 53. 

Mr. PHELPS. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Vai, and 
Tayxtor of Tennessee, were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 80, noes 61. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the amend- 


ment as amended, it was taken, and carried in the 


affirmative. 
The question then recurring upon the resolution, 
as amended, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 


| resolution upon the table. 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Jones’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the resolution, as amended; and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. DEAN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MACE. I now renew my motion that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, (Mr. Cuanp.er in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The question before the 
committee is on the Senate amendments to the 
deficiency bill. On that question the member trom 
Mississippi [Mr. Harris] has still the floor. 

Mr. Harris not availing himself of his right, 

Mr. BENTON addressed the House in oppo- 
sition to the Nebrsska and Kansas bills, and in 
favor of maintaining the Missouri compromise. 
[See Appendix for nis speech. ] 

After the expiration of the hour allotted to Mr. 
Benton under the rule, and before he had con- 
cluded, the following proceedings took place: 

Several gentlemen rose to get the floor at the 
same time. Hi 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ith 
nois [Mr. Wentworth] has the floor. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Mr. Chairman, | un- 
derstand that the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 


| Benton] wishes to speak a few minutes longer, 
and Iam willing, with the consent of the com 


mittee, to yield him a portion of my time for that 


purpose. 
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his remarks before this time, if he had been allowed 


1854. 


Mr. SEWARD and others objected. 
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] Congress; and I never knew an instance when this 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. If the gentleman 
fom Mississippi, who is entitled to the floor, 

\fr. Harris,}| does not desire to avail himself of 
-< right, | wish to address the committee. 
~ The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the 

‘eman from Illinois [Mr. Wentworrtn] as 
ving the floor. 

Vr. WENTWORTH. Certainly, sir, I claim 
the floor; but I am willing, indeed, | am desirous, 
chat the gentleman from Missouri should have 
enough of my time to finish his speech. : 

Mr. BAYLY. I[haveno a sw Mr. Chair- 

wn, to the gentleman from Missouri being per- 
‘ved to go on and conclude his speech; but if the 
from Illinois does not want the floor, I 
will want It. . 

Mr. HUNT. I hope the gentleman from Mis- 
souri will be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I believe, Mr. Chair- 
ma), that [ have the control of the floor, and I can 
vee no objection to the gentleman’s concluding, if 

iges so out of my time. 

Mr. CULLOM. I hope that the courtesy of 
‘he committee will be extended to the gentleman 
com Missouri, and that he will be permitted to 
iny such further time as will enable him to 
onelude his speech. This privilege has been 
frequently granted heretofore. 
CLINGMAN. It has been again and 
arain de« ided out of order. 

“The CHAIRMAN. The rules of the House 
must be observed. The gentleman from Illinois 
floor, and expresses his desire to yield it 
to the gentleman from Missouri for explanation. 
But this cannot be done unless by the general 

nsent of the committee, 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I ask the Chair if I 
have the floor; and, if I am entitled to it for one 


YY 
1 


rentieman 


he 


Mr. 


has the 


hour, who is injured by my giving fifteen minutes, | 


more or less, of my hour to the gentleman from 
Missourt? 
rhe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is entitled 
the floor; and the committee will preserve order, 
so that the gentleman can proceed. 


Mr. PERKLNS, of New York. I movethatthe |] 


committee rise, for the purpose of submitting a 
motion to alter the rules. 
(Cries of ** No!’? No!” 


Mr. PERKINS. I shine the motion. 


| appeal to the courtesy of the House was demied. 
Never, sir! In the bitterest of party times, John 
Quincy Adams often made the appeal, and it was 
never denied him. I make the assertion, and let 
those who dispute me contradict me by the record. 
| Where are the instances on the Journals to prove 
that lam wrong? Sir, | now ask that the oldest 
man in the House, one who knows more than all 
the rest of us put together, may be heard a few 
moments out of my hour. 
Mr.CULLOM. Will the gentleman from IlIli- 
| nois allow me a word? 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. 
man for a moment. 
Mr. CULLOM. I understand that the gentle- 
man from Missouri would desire but a few min- 
| utes of time longer; and | do hope, in view of 
the importance of the question, and in view of 
| the great age and experience in legislation of the 
gentleman, he will be allowed to proceed 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I rise to a point of order. 
The gentleman cannot make a speech inside of 
the speech of the gentleman from Illinois. 
| Mr.CULLOM. I am proceeding by the per- 
| mission of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
| Wentrworrn,] and not by the courtesy of the 
| gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. CLineman,} 
| for | never appeal to his courtesy. 

[Cries of ** Good !”’ ** Good !’’} 
Mr. CULLOM. I say here, in the face of this 
| committee, that | have seen this courtesy extended 
over and over again, during my short probation 
in Congress, and | ask if there is anything pecu- 
| liar in the case of the gentleman from Missouri 
why a discrimination should be made against 
him? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I insist upon my point of 
order, that the gentleman is not in order. 

Mr. CULLOM. | appeal to the committee to 
extend to the gentleman a few minutes, and | hope 
they will do it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. It is evidently within 
the power of any one member of the committee 


I yield to the gentle- 


ing. 
this House to trespass upon its courtesy, if it is 
the determination, even of one individual, to object. 


| 


|| But, if | understand the rules, a majority may 


Many Memsers. Mr. Chairman! Mr. Chair- | 


' 
ry 


rk e CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from IIli- 


nois has the floor, and gentlemen will take their || the Chair upon the question? 


is, and forbear conversation. 

in the midst of much noise and confusion 

Mr. WENTWORTH proceeded: I wish, at 
the outset of my remarks, to know, if at any time 
during this Congress, or any other, when any 


ser 


member of this House has obtained the floor, and | 


another gentleman has requested a short portion 


of his time to finish his speech, that request has | 


ever been denied by the House? 

Many Members. Never, never. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I suppose, Mr. Chair- 
man, that | have an hour, and I can talk it out if 
necessary; but, nevertheless, ifthe gentleman from 
Missouri has not finished his speech, as this is 
an important question—as the eyes of the whole 
country are turned to this debate, and to the course 
which is to be taken in the determination of this 
question—I want the whole country to understand 
that the oldest man living in Congress, the man 
who was here at the time when the Missouri com- 
promise was adopted, and the only man in the 
whole Congress, is now refused a courtesy which 
has been refused to no other living man. fet it go 
out to the country as a sample of the courtesy of 
those who are tr ing to contro] this House. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman’s statement is not 
true in point of fact. 

Mr.ORR. He is mistaken. 

Mr. KEITT. As the gentleman wants the 
facts to go to the country, it would be well enough 
for him to state them as they are. 


(Cries of “ Order!’ “Order!” all over the. 


ouse, 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illi- 


hols Is upon the floor, and gentlemen will pre- 
serve order, 


After order was restored, 


Mr. WENTWORTH continued: I have not 


een here always; but this is my ninth session; | 


‘ud I am in my seat as much as any other man in 





committee. 


| 


i 


i 


| allow the gentleman to proceed, if itis taken out 
of my time. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Notatall. 

Mr. PECKHAM. What is the decision of 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- 
| tleman from Illinois allow me a word? 

[Cries of ‘* Order!’’ ‘* Order!’’} 

Mr. WASHBURN. I wish to state the ques- 
| tion. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I call the gentle- 
man to order. He is not addressing the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not a point of 
| order. 

Mr. WASHBURN. In the last Congress, a 
case precisely similar to this occurred. A gen- 
tleman from Kentucky was occupying the floor 
| for a certain time; his time expired, and | obtained 
| the floor. I yielded to him for further remarks, 
and upon the motion of some gentleman, the com- 

mittee gave him an extension of time. 
| Mr. ORR. That was by unanimous consent, 
not by a vote of the committee. 

Mr. WASHBURN. It was by a vote of the 
The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. ORR. | ask the gentleman to produce the 
record. I do not think such a case has ever oc- 
curred. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois is entitled to the floor, and cannot yield it but 
for the purpose of explanation, except by the 
unanimous consent of the committee. 


Mr. PECKHAM. From that decision I re- | 


spectfully appeal 
The CHAIRMAN. The question will be, 
‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 


| judgment of the committee ?”’ 


Mr. PECKHAM. I understand there is no 


| objection to the gentleman from Missouri pro- 
| ceeding with his remarks. 


If there is not, | with- 
draw my appeal. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. 


will be withdrawn, if any is made. 


I hope the objection 
| understand 


to object to the gentleman from Missouri proceed- || 
| am too well acquainted with the rules of 


to go on. 

Several gentlemen here rose at the same time 
and addressed the Chair. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. [ rise to a question 
of order. | want to know who is entitled to the 
floor? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois is entitled to the floor? 

Mr.SMITH. Then | hope the gentleman from 
Illinois will proceed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. The gentleman from 
Illinois objects to proceeding in discourtesy to the 
venerable ventleman from Missouri, who asks a 
few moments more in which conclude his 
speech. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that an appeal has been taken from the decision 
of the Chair, that the gentleman from Missouri 
cannot proceed in the me of the gentleman from 
Illinois, without the unanimous consent of the 
committee. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Well, if an appeal has 
been taken, I ask that it may be decided without 
further delay. 

Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri. Will the gentle- 


man from Illinois allow me to make a single sug- 


to 


gestion? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I will hear the gentle- 
man. 

The CHAIRMAN. Before any further debate 


is had, the Chair desires to know whether the 
gentleman from New York appeals from the de- 
cision of the Chair? 

Mr. BISSELL. 

eals, I do. 

Mr.OLIVER. Mr. Chairman, being decidedly 
in favor of the bill under discussion, and feeling 
that the friends of the measure have nothing to fear 
from the most thorough investigation, not even 
from anything that my venerable colleague may 
say in opposition, on account of my respect for his 
age and position, | am prompted to beg the com- 
mittee to extend to him the courtesy of permitting 
him to finish his remarks. 

Mr. BISSELL. That he may proceed in the 
time of the gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Certainly, within my 
time. 

Mr. SMITH. Now, I should be very glad of 
an opportunity of saying a word, if | can get the 
attention of the committee. I am perfectly will- 
ing myself—perfectly willing—that the gentleman 
from Missouri should be allowed to finish his re- 
marks; but the committee will understand that 
while it is desirable to himself, to the committee, 
and to the country that he should proceed in 
order 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a question of 
order. All this discussion is out of order. 

Mr. SMITH. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me to go on and finish the single remark | was 
making. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Well, sir, there are other 
members who desire to make remarks too. Debate 
is out of order, and I think it had better be stopped. 

Mr. SMITH. Have I the floor or not? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SMITH. Well, sir, I rise to « privileged 
question. 

Several Memsens called to order. 

Mr. SMITH. I appeal to the committee to 
listen to me for a single moment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Again I rise to a question 
of order. 1 must object to any discussion. My 
friend from Virginia will understand that I do not 
make any personal objection to him. But as this 
debate is all out of order, | must insist upon the 
rules being observed. 

Mr. SMITH _ Just one single word 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I am willing to yield 
to the gentleman from Virginia; but first, I desire 
to know if there is any objection to the gentleman 
from Missouri proceeding to occupy a part of my 
time in concluding his remarks? If it is objected 
that I cannot yield to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri a portion of my time, how can those making 
the objection appeal to my courtesy, and ask for 
a portion of my time to themselves? The gentle- 
man from Missouri has the first claim. If hecan- 
not have my time, no one can. Is there an ob- 
jection? If there is, I shall have to make another 


If no other gentleman ap- 








the gentleman from Missouri would have finished |) point, whereby I am confident that I can get him 
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a chance to speak by right. I think it would look 
better if we allowed so old and so wise a man to 
speak by courtesy than by right. I am neither 
joking nor boasting when I say that **Old Bullion’’ 
will yet be heard again to-day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly there is. I have 
objected, and other members have objected. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Then i make the 
point of order that I have the right to yield the 
floor to the gentleman, and that he hasthe right to 
occupy a portion of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that, 
according to his understanding of the rules of the 
House, the gentleman from Missouri may proceed 
with the unanimous consent of the committee, and 
pot otherwise. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

Mr. PECKHAM. From that decision | re- 

pectfully take an appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question then will 
be, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgement of the committee ?’’ 

Mr. ORR. Upon that question I 
tellers. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the Chair be 
pleased to state the question again? 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly. The gentle- 
man from Illinois, (Mr. Wentrworrtn,] who isin 
possession of the floor, desires to yield a portion 
of his time to the gentleman from Missouri, that 
he may complete his speech. The Chair decides 
that that may be done, but that it cannot be done 
unless by the unanimous consent of the commit- 
tee. From that decision an appeal has been taken; 
and the question now is, ** Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 


9 


demand 


tee , 
Mr. ORR. Before the question is again taken, 
1 ask forthe reading of the rule which prohibits a 
member speaking more than one hour. 
[Cries of ** I object!”’ ‘* Let us hear the rule!’’] 
Mr. ORR. Iam entitled to have the rule read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The rule will be read. 

‘I'he Clerk then read the rule, as follows: 

‘<4. No member shall occupy more than one hour in 
debate on any question in the House, or in committee ; but 
a member reporting the measure under consideration from 
a committee may open and close the debate: Provided, 
That where debate is closed by order of the House, any 
member shall be allowed, in committee, five minutes to 
explain any amendment he may offer, afler which any 
member who shall first obtain the floor shall be allowed to 
speak five minutes in opposition to it, and there shall be no 
further debate on the amendment; but the same privilege 
on debate shall be allowed in favor of and against any 
amendment that may be offered to the amendment; and 
neither the amendment nor an amendment to the amend- 
ment shali be withdrawn by the mover thereof, unless by 
the unanimous consent of the committee.”’ 


The CHAIRMAN. It is on the rule which 
has just been read that the decision of the Chair 
is founded, 

Mr. SEWARD. I submit whether a rule of 
the House can be changed in committee. It can- 
not; and gentlemen have no right to appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee have a 
right to put their own construction on the rules. 

Mr. HUNT. I understand that the appeal 
from the decision of the Chair has been with- 
drawn. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has not been withdrawn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If 1 understand 
the Chair, he decides that gentlemen have a right 
to appeal in this case, and that a majority of this 
committee can change the rules of the House. If 
that be the desision, I, for one, will not vote on 
the appeal. 

{Cries of ** Order!’’} 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of 
Indiana, and Sapp, were appointed. 

The committee then proceeded to divide on the 
qeeaiess ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the committee?’ 

Mr. SEWARD. Ihave made a point of order, 
and I do not withdraw it. If the Chair decide 
against me, I appeal from his decision. 

The CHAIRM 
order already pending, and the committee is now 
dividing on it. ‘T'wo questions of order cannot be 
entertained at the same time. 

Mr. SEWARD, (amid much confusion.) | 
make my point of order, and insist on it. 

The CH 
order cafinot be entertained at this time. 


The question was put on the question, ‘* Shall 


AN. There is a question of 


AIRMAN. The gentleman’s point of 
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the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 


the committee?’ and the tellers reported—ayes 96; 
no quorum voting. 

+ nig of ‘*Call the roll!’’] 

r. PECKHAM. 1 withdraw the appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the committee allow 
the gentleman to withdraw the appeal? 

{Cries of ** No! no!’’and ** Object.’’} 

Mr. COBB. We wantarecord made up of 
the facts. 

Mr. ORR. The roll must be called. 

Mr. HUGHES. I movethat the committeedo 
now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion is not now 
in order. The roll must be called. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the roll, and 
the names of the absentees were noted. The com- 
mittee then rose, and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, the Chairman reported that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
had the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly the amendment of the Senate to the 
deficiency bill, and finding itself without a quo- 
rum, had caused the roll to be called and the 
names of the absentees to be noted, and had di- 
rected him to report the facts to the House, with 
the names of the absentees. 

The following are the names of the absentees: 

Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, Bell, Bliss, Bocock, Campbell, Caruthers, Cham 
berlain, Chase, Chastain, Cumming, Dawson, De Witt, 
Dick, Dowdell, English, Everhart, Faulkner, Fenton, Ful- 
ler, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Andrew J. Harlan, Hastings, 
Hendricks, Hill, Hillyer, Johnson, Lane, McCulloch, Mac- 
donald, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Matteson, Morri- 
son, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Peck, 
Preston, Pringle, Reese, Russell, Sabin, Snodgrass, Sollers, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Stratton, Tracy, Tweed, Vansant, 
Wade, Westbrook, and Yates. 

A quorum (172 members) being now present, 
the committee resumed its session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that the gentleman whe took the appeal from the 
decision of the Chair withdraws it. If there be 
no objection, the appeal will be considered as 
withdrawn. 

No objection was made. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois [Mr. Wentworth] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. What is the proposi- 
tion now pending before the committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendments of the 
Senate to the deficiency bill are now before the 
committee. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Is there any proposi- 


tion pending to amend the amendments of the | 


Senate? 


The CHAIRMAN. There is no such propo- | 


sition oe 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Well, I desire to offer 
an amendment on the fifteenth page of the bill. If 
I cannot succeed one way, | must try another. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
Senate will be read in their order. 
have the first amendment reported. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Has the reading of the 
bill commenced? 

The CHAIRMAN. The ieading of the amend- 
ments has not commenced. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Has the bill 
through? 

The CHAIRMAN. The ameidments of the 
Senate only are before us. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand that when 
a bill is taken up in the Committee of the W hole on 
the state of the Union, it must first be read through, 
and then read by paragraphs. I make the point of 
order that the bill has notall been read over. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. That is only the case 
with original bills. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes;and theamendments 
of the Senate to this bill must all be read through, 
and until they have all been read, no amendment 
will be in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. lI care not what is 
read, provided that it does not come out of my 
hour. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been customary to 
read the first amendment first. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. | insist on the rulein this 
case, as we have got into some difficulty already. 
1 make the point that, before we can be called 
upon to amend any amendment, or before the ques- 
tion can be changed in any way, all the amend- 
ments must be read over. 


The Chair will 


been read 


The amendments of the | 





Mr. WENTWORTH. Were not the amend 
ments read yesterday ? 
The CHAIRMAN. 
the gentleman calls for the reading of the ameng. 


ments, they will be read. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. I hope the reading y) 


They were not read. | 


not come out of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly not. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I make the point of orde, 
that the amendments of the Senate must be rep,’ 
larly read before any amendment can be offered 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will procees 
to read the amendments to the House. 

Mr. HUGHES. I| make the point of orde, 
that one of the members of this ine, who re. 
ported this bill, has already spoken upon it, | 
ask the Chair to state whether it is not so, 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Mis. 
souri, (Mr. Puexps,] a member of the Commit 
of Ways and Means, has already spoken upon 
the bill. 

Mr. HUGHES. Then is it not too late to raise 
a question of order, and have not the committe 
passed over the amendments? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. No matter; let them 
have their own way, and see how much they wii 
make. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My point of order is, tha; 
that gentleman cannot move amendments until the 
whole bill is read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Wenrwortn] propose an amend. 
ment? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I ask what the prop. 
sition is before the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the consideration of 
the bill generally. 

Mr. ENTWORTH. Are not the Senate 
amendments before the committee? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The Senate amendments 
are before the committee, but before any ameni- 
ment can be offered to them, they must be read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Well, read away; | 

| can await if the gentleman from Missouri can. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire, if the amendments 
are to be read, that they shall be read in connec 
tion with the bill itself, so that we may understand 
their direct application. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The customary 
practice is, first, to read the bill and amendments 
through; and then, upon the reading of the firs! 

| amendment, the bill is open for amendment and 
debate. But, as the committee have commence? 
and progressed with the bill, passing over the firs 
reading of the amendments, I think it is too late 
now to make the question of order of having the 
/ amendments all read over. 

The CHAIRMAN. [am inclined to think tha’ 
the gentleman from Tennessee is right in the opin- 

_ ion he has expressed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Does the Chair decide 
that the amendments are not to be read? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 

| the House has waived the necessity of reading the 
| amendments. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. I move to amend the 
| first amendment by inserting the word “ three 
| in the place of the word ‘‘ four.”’ 
| TheCHAIRMAN. The first amendment wi 
| be reported by the Clerk. 

The amendment was then read as follows: 

On page 2, line 22, to strike out the word “two,” ani 
insert in lieu thereof the word “‘ four.’’ 

Mr. WENTWORTH. That is the ament 
ment pending before the committee. | undersia” 

that no gentleman has spoken since that amené 
ment has been made. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. If the gentlemar 
from Illinois does not propose to go on with his 

‘remarks in the Committee of the Whole, | claim! 
the floor against any one who has spoken upo! 
| this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from = 
nois [Mr. Wentworrtn] is now entitled to \™ 
floor. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. And intends to hold 

Mr. BAYLY. The chairman, | presume, 
derstood me. I only remind the Chair of wal 
right to the floor against any gentleman who h* 
spoken upon this bill, ety he 

Mr. PECKHAM. What is the decision of ' 
Chair upon that question ? ie 

| TheCHAIRMAN. There is no point m 
| as yet upon that question, 
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Mr. BENTON. Has there been an amend- 
ent offered ? é 
The CHAIRMAN. ent | 
by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
WENTWORTH. ] 


Mr. BENTON. And entertained ? 


A 


An amendment has been 


te red 


The CHAIRMAN. Not entertained as yet. 
rhe gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wentworrtn] 
noses an amendment. 
‘Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 ask the chairman if 

‘decides that it cannot be entertained ? 
The CHAIRMAN. 


e 


TAYLOR, of Ohio. I will ask the Chair 
‘he decides that anamendment can be entertained 
atil general debate has closed ? 
The CHAIRMAN. I believe that it is an 
endment in the second degree, and therefore it 
- liable to be spoken to. 
Mr. TAYLOR. But, Mr. Chairman, that will 
alter the practice 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) If 
‘he gentleman from Ohio will permit me, I will 
rate that, so far from that altering the state of the 
ase, no debate is in order in the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union uvon any 
roposition, except there is a pending motion 
touching that proposition. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. 


| have made a proposition. 





That is my doctrine. 
I have an hour upon 


» Me. TAYLOR. But we are going on now by 
ceneral consent. 

” Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. There is no general 
consent to the course about being pursued. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Ifthe gentleman from Illinois 
will allow me, | would suggest that he had better 
go on and make his hour’s speech, and then move 
his amendment. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 1 wish to say to the 
gentleman from Ohio, and to the committee, that 
| moved the amendment for a particular purpose; 


and those gentlemen who know me, and know the 
purse which I have pursued in Congress, know | 


that when I undertake to effect a matter of this kind, 
within the rules of the House, I will persevere in 
my efforts until I exhaust my powers under the 
rule. Until l have exercised the full powers which 
| may possess under the rule, I will notstop. This 
is a matter which is frequently seen carried out 
nere, 
some one moves an amendment, and then, under 
that motion, the discussion goes round again, and 
each member is entitled to another hour to express 
his views. An amendment is now pending, and 
the whole House understands what my object was 
in moving it. I now ask that the gentleman from 


Missouri, who claims the floor, be heard upon this | 


amendment. 

General assent was expressed. 

Mr. BENTON. What is the decision made 
by the Chair? 7 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides, that 
nan amendment of the second degree, as that 
fered by the gentleman from Illinois, debate is 


in order, and therefore the gentleman from Mis- 
souri has the floor. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
tion of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
sinia will state his point of order. 

Mr. BENTON. ** Amphibology,”’ sir, ‘* Am- 
phibology;’’ that was the point where I left off. 
} The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The gen- 
Yeman from Virginia [Mr. Smirn] has risen to a 
point of order. 

[Several Mempers here cried “ 
“Give it up!” **Oh, 
ment!’? 


I rise to a ques- 


Give it up!”’ 
withdraw your amend- 
‘* Withdraw it, Wenrwortu 17?) 
Mr. WENTWORTH said he thanked mem- 
vers for their suggestions to withdraw. He doubted 
not their kind feelings. But they were new mem- 
are, and, with all due respect, he was confident 
hat they would not make such suggestions if they 
new the points he still had. Aa as those op- 
posed to the venerable gentleman’s speaking were 
principally old members, and had served with hifh 
any years in Congress, he would respectfully 
‘uggest that he had made up his mind to hear the 
gentleman from Missouri speak. He had reflected 
well upon his rights in this matter, and had made 
, his mind fully upon the subject. And those 
vho knew him knew well that every one of those 


After the members have spoken round, | 


THE CONG 


| 


The Chair thinks that it | 


the floor. 

When he spoke of his rights, he meant his 
rights under the rules. It was not his purpose to 
discuss the propriety of the rules now. He should 

| obey them all. Those rules were now in his favor, 

and gentlemen might as well keep cool; as, sooner 

or later, the gentleman from Missouri would fol- 

| low him with his speech, even though he [{Mr. 
WwW.) net the committee in session to the end of 

| time. For he was confident that the Chairman 
would not take these interruptions out of the full 

| hour which he was entitled to, and which he in- 
tended to exhaust, unless the committee would 
allow an older and abler man to be heard in his 
place. He hoped the gentleman from Missouri 
would now be allowed to proceed. 

Mr. SMITH. The question of order which I 
rise to, Mr. Chairman, is this: I want to know 
distinctly whether that be the decision of the Chair, 
that during the consideration of a matter-—— 

Some Memsers interrupted. 

Mr. SMITH. Gentlemen will please allow me 
to express myself. I did not exactly hear what 
the gentleman from Missouri said; but if I gather 
his meaning aright, I can only say in reply that 
threats have no terror for me. 

Mr. BENTON. Is that a point of order, Mr. 
Chairman? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia is going to state his point of order. 

{Cries of ** Order!’’ ‘* Order !’’} 

Mr. SMITH. The point of order to which I 

| wish to call the attention of the Chairman and of 
the committee is this: 1 want to know if, during the 
consideration of a bill, and after a gentlerhan has 
discussed the general question on the Union, he can 
go on again, and discuss it upon each amendment 


| that may be offered. Is that the decision of the 
Chair? 


| rights would be exhausted before he should leave 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides, that | 


after the general discussion has closed, members 
have a right to speak on such amendments as may 
be subsequently offered. 

Mr. SMITH. Very well; 1 only wanted to 
know that fact. I can know how to avail myself 
of the effects of that decision. 

Mr. BENTON. That was all I wanted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. And that’s all 1 wanted. 

Mr. BENTON resumed, and concluded his 
speech, the full report of which is given above. 

Mr. HIESTER obtained the floor. 

Mr. MEACHAM. With the permission of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Hies- 
TER,| I move that the committee rise. 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

The committee accordingly rose; andthe Speaker 
| having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 

that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 

the Union had, according to order, had the Union 

generally under consideration, and particularly 

the bill of the House, (No. 271,) to supply defi- 

ciencies in the appropriations for the service of the 
| Government, for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
| 1854, with the amendments of the Senate thereto, 
| and had come to no resolution thereon. 

[A message from the President of the United 
States was here received, by the hands of Sipney 


|| Wesster, Esq., his Private Secretary, transmit- 


ting a report of the Attorney General suggesting 
modifications in the manner of conducting the 
legal business of the Government. | 

Mr. HAMILTON. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to ask the unani- 

| mous consent of the House to allow me to pre- 
sent a resolution. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I object, and insist upon 
the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the bill reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands ‘ granting lands 
equally to the several States to aid in the construc- 
tion of railroads and the support of schools.”’ 
The first question in order is upon recommitting 
the bill to the Committee on Public Lands, upon 

| which the gentleman from New York (Mr. Ben- 
| NETT] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the gentle- 

/ man from New York will give was’. I move that the 

House adjourn; or rather, before that is done, take 
up the message of the President. I suppose that 
| the gentleman from New York was not expecting 
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| his bill to come up to-day, and is not prepared 


to go on. 

Mr. BENNETT. I willingly yield to the 
motion made by the gentleman from Georgia. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
proposes that the message from the President be 
now presented to the House. As it is not ob- 
jected to, the Chair presents the following message 
from the President of the United States: : 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

The Clerk read the President’s message, trans 
mitting a report of the Attorney General, suggest- 
ing modifications of the manner of conducting the 
legal business of the Government; which message 


| and report were referred to the Judiciary Com 


mittee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope that the member 
from Georgia will withdraw his motion. We 
have yet an hour before the ordinary time of ad- 
journment, and there are several committees 
which have reports to make. I think, therefore, 
that we ought to remain and receive their reports. 

Mr. WHEELER. If the gentleman from 
Georgia will withdraw his motion, I will renew it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. [I insist upon my motion 
I think the gentleman from Alabama {Mr. Hovs- 
a is mistaken about the reports of committees. 

r. HAMILTON. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn. 
he yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The House thereupon, at a quarter before three 
o’clock, p. m., adjourned to to-morrow, at twelve 


| o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, April 26, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mivsvrn. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of any bill which will permit the introduc- 
tion of slavery into Nebraska or Kansas; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of New York, re- 
monstrating against the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of the 
Pennsylvania Yearly Meeting of Progressive 
Friends, praying Congress to adopt such meas- 
ures as will tend to induce foreign Powers to refer 
all disputes to an arbitration of nations; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Bradford, New 
Hampshire, remonstrating against the repeal of 
the Missouri compromise; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Aliso, an additional document in support of the 
claim of Hall J. Kelly, for remuneration for dis- 
coveries made by him in Oregon; which was 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. GWIN presented the petition of Charlotte 
S. Westcott, widow of Captain George C. West 
cott, of the Army, praying to be allowed a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented the peti- 
tion of John F. Moses, of Exeter, in the State of 
New Hampshire, praying the further favorable 
action of Congress in relation to the indigent insane 
bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. EVANS presented two petitions of citizens 
of the United States professing the Jewish reli- 
gion, and residing in Charleston, South Carolina, 
praying that measures may be taken to procure 
for all citizens of the United States, of every creed, 
a just degree of civil and religious freedom while 
residing in foreign countries; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. STUART oeasumeod a document in favor 
of the establishment of certain mail routes in the 
mineral region of Lake Superior; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Mi- 











mes. 


“ 


ow nous ioe, 





De 


Awe 


$90 





asked to be discharged from its further consider- 


ation, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions: which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill from the House of Represent- 
atives for the relief of Captain E. A. F. Lavalleite, 
of the United States Navy, asked to be discharged 
from its further coneideration, and that it be re- 


ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the petition of 
George Dennett, praying compensation for ser- 
vices as naval officer at Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for hie relief; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom were referred a peti- 
tion of citizens of Washington, and a memorial 
of Barnes & Mitchell, S. P. Hoover, and others, 
citizens of Washington, praying that Pennsylva- 
nia avenue may be paved with the Russ pavement, 


asked to be discharged from its further considera- 


tion; which was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Urban Stoll, praying to be allowed arrears of pen- 
sion, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed, 


PORTRAITS OF THE EARLY PRESIDENTS. 
Mr. PEARCE, 


I am instructed by the Com- | 


mittee on the Library, to whom was referred a | 


resolution of the Senate instructing them to in- 
quire into the expediency of purchasing portraits 
of the first five Presidents of the United States, to 


reporta bill ** to authorize the purchase of por- 


traits of the first five Presidents of the United | 


States.’ 


The bill was read a first time, and ordered to a | 


second reading. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
eration of the bill, if such be the pleasure of the 
Senate. 
not much discussion will ensue upon it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to con- 
sidering the bill now, provided the Senator will 
agree to postpone it, if it gives rise todebate. We 
wish to dispose of the Indian appropriation bill 
to-day. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
to any debate of more than a few minutes dura- 
tion, | will consent to its postponement. 

The bill was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize the President to pur- 
chase, and place in the Executive Mansion, a series 


I ask for the present consid- | 


I presume that not any, or, at all events, | 


If I find that the bill gives rise | 


of portraits of the first five Presidents of the United | 


States, by Gilbert Stuart, and to appropriate 
$5,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
for that purpose. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, there are five 
portraits, being those of the first five Presidents of 
the United States, which have been offered to the 
Government. They were all painted by Gilbert 
Stuart, whom the Senate know to have been one of 
the most eminent artists of the country. They 
are originals, exceptthat of Washington, which is 
Stuart’s copy from his original. They are paint- 
ings of great value, as is certified by a number 
of gentlemen who are themselves artists or ama- 
teurs, of great skill and judgment. 
traits of Stuart are highly valued, as we know. 
Very lately a portrait of Washington, painted by 
him, was purchased, I believe, by the Boston 
Atheneum for $1,000. 
imsured at the sum of $5,000. They are believed 
to form the only complete series of portraits of the 
first five Presidents by Stuart, now in existence. 
‘There was a series of the same Presidents, by the 
same artist, which the owner had deposited in the 
library of Congress, some few years ago, but 
they were destroyed ace fire which consumed 


5) 


the library in 1852. 


All the por- 


ane naens are now | 


his is probably the only | 





opportupity which the Government will have of | 
acquiring the portraits of the Presidents by such | 


a master. 


The committee thought they would be appro- | 


priate ornaments to the President’s House, and || Department, and now the object is to authorize the 


fitting testimonials of the great men who served 
their country so well and so ably in the office of 
Chief Magistrate. The committee had no doubt 
that Congress would readily furnish the means 
for their purchase, and desire to see them placed 
in the President’s House. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I think, my- 
self, it is very desirable that this appropriation 
should be made, and I shall vote for the bill with 
great cheerfulness. 1 should, however, vote for 
it with much more cheerfulness, if the committee 
had thought it expedient to make its provisions 
more extensive. This may, perhaps, be the last 
opportunity we shall have to obtain the five por- 
traits for which the committee makes provision. 
I suppose, with the lapse of years, that difficulty 
will increase, and it will also increase in regard to 
those not provided for. It seems to me that the 
bill should be so amended as to include all the 
Presidents, or, at least, all the ex-Presidents, for 
there might be an impropriety in including the 
President for the time being. But I certainly 
should be glad to see the Executive Mansion 
adorned with the portraits of all the preceding 
Presidents, and, if there is no impropriety in the 
thing, I would also include the present President. 
I think the portraits of all our Chief Magistrates 
ought to be preserved in the Executive Mansion. 

Mr. PEARCE. If we knew where we could 
procure portraits of the other Presidents, executed 
by competent masters, and at the proper price, l 
should have no sortof objection. This, however, 
will do for a beginning. We know that we can 
get these portraits painted by a consummate art- 
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chael Hanson, praying to be allowed a pension, 


ist; and [ think it is as well to begin in this way, | 


and leave anything further to time and the future 
determination of Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

REMOVAL OF INDIANS. 
Mr. MALLORY submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous con- | 


sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior communi- 


cate to the Senate copies of the contract and instructions | 
under which Luther Blake was employed to remove the | 
Indians from Florida, together with copies of his corre- | 


spondence with the Department upon that subject, and of 
his accounts and vouchers of his expenditures as such 
agent. 


ADVERSE REPORTS. 


Mr. FISH. A few weeks since, on my motion, | 
last Friday week was set apart for the considera- | 


tion of adverse reports. 
Senate was not in session. I now move that Fri- 
day next be setapart for the consideration of those 
reports. 
rhe PRESIDENT. 
the order will be made. 
There was no objection, 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On the motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the con- 
sideration of the House bill making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
dian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipula- 
tions with various Indians tribes, for the year 
ending June 30, 1855. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Lam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs to offer several amend- 
ments to the bill. The first is to add to the fol- 
lowing clause— 

‘Por the pay of superintendents of Indian affairs per 


acts of 5th June, 1850, 27th February, 1851, and 3d March, 
1852, $12,5007°— 


the words: 


Provided, That the President may, from time to time, | 
in his discretion, remove or change the location of any of | 


the superintendencies, now, or hereafter to be, established 
by law. 


The object of that amendment is simply to give | 


the power to the President to makea change in 
the location of the superiatendencies now estab- 
lished by law, if, in his discretion, it should be 
desirable. It is to leave it, as a matter of discre- 


| tion, with the Indian Department, in order to ac- 


commodate the service, and to bring the superin- 
tendent in such connection with the Indians, that 
he may the more easily perform his duty. It is 
found that in some casesa change of location would 
not only be desirable, but sometimes necessary 
for the proper conducting of the business of the 


The day arrived, but the 


If there be no objection, | 
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Department, at discretion, to make the removal , 
change. ? 
Mr. STUART. Iam in favor of the Propos 
tion made in that amendment, but I desire to mer 
an amendment to it, to the effect that the provisy 
in the second section of the act, approved Feb, 
ary 27, 1851, be, and the same is hereby, repea ed 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Will the Senator niet, 
what the proviso is which he desires to repea|> 

Mr. STUART. I want to repeal the provies 
in the second section of the act of February 97 
1851, which connects the superintendency in Min, 
nesota with the Governor of Minnesota. Tj, 
superintendency should be under the charge os 
the superintendent now in Wisconsin. t was 
retained with the Governor, as will be seen jy 
looking at the law, asa special case east of th, 
Rocky Mountains, because the then Governor of 
the Territory was said to be engaged in makine, 
treaty; so that at that time the general provisiny 
of the law could not apply to him. My amend. 
ment will be in the following form: 


And that the proviso contained in section two of the ao 
approved February 27, 1851, be, and the same is hereby. 


repealed. 

Mr.SEBASTIAN. [ think I am not mistake, 
in saying, that the object which the Senator from, 
Michigan has in view, can be accomplished unde, 
the law as it now exists. In the act of 185], an¢ 
in the proviso which he proposes to repeal, an¢ 
which established the connection between the 
superintendency of Indian affairs in Minnesoi 
and the office of Governor of Minnesota, the 
President is vested with the power of separating 
the two offices. The connection is to continge 
‘until he shall otherwise direct.”? Under the 
law, as it now stands, the power is conferred. | 
think it better to leave it to the Executive discre. 
tion, inasmuch as that is the case. I think, there. 
fore, that the Senator had better withdraw his 
amendment. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator will see inamo- 
ment that he is mistaken in that respect. The 
proviso which I propose to repeal, as I said, makes 
an exception to the general law which was passed 
at that time, and the reason for the exception is 
the one which I have assigned. Now, sir, whilstit 
is true that the proviso itself authorizes the Presi- 
dent of the United States to discontinue the conne- 
tion whenever he chooses, yet he has no power to 
increase the salary of the Governor to such a point 
as it ought to be increased to. The Governor gets 
$1,500 as Governor, and he gets $1,000 a year as 
superintendent. He should have $2,000 a year as 
Governor, which is the usual salary in such in- 
stances, and the superintendency should be separs- 
ted from the Governor, and given to the general 
superintendent now in Wisconsin, who can do the 
business better, and by doing which you will save 
$500 a year. You have a general superintendent 
there, who, like all others east of the Rocky 
Mountains, receives $2,000 a year, and he can just 
as well superintend Indian affairs in Minnesoia, 
in connection with what he has, as not. You will 
see, therefore, that the power attempted to be 
conferred upon the President by the proviso, 8 
incomplete. He can separate the duties, but by 
doing so, the Governor would receive only $1,0l 
a year, which is insufficient. . 

My object is to separate the duties—to leave the 
Indian duties with the superintendent of Indian 
affairs, where they ought to be left, and at the 
proper time to increase the salary of the Gover 
nor of Minnesota $500 per annum, so as to put 
him on a par with the other Governors of Tert- 
tories—the whole operation of which, in a pect 
niary point of view, will be to save the Govert 
ment $500 a year, while you will have the business 
connected with the Indian affairs done better. 
The Senator will see that the only way to efiec! 
the object is to change the law—to repeal the pro- 
viso. The President has not the power now 
carry it out as Congress intended. 

r. SEBASTIAN, It is very true, as the 
Senator from Michigan remarks, that though the! 
proviso confers upon the President the power ° 
separating the duties of Governor and superi® 
| Pendent, he will not be able to increase the salary 
of the Governor. The proviso provides for the 


contingency of separating the offices, but does 
provide for the increase of the salary; but if : 
| 18 not now provided for, it can be effected direc! 
| and appropriately by a provision authorizing “ 


| 


| Governor to receive a salary of $2,000 or 
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ner annum, in case the President may think proper 
r  eenarate the two offices. _ : . 
| therefore suggest to my friend from Michigan, 
s+ he can obtain his object by providing that, in 
» contings ney that the Executive does this, the 


, 


a 


valary shail be raised to, say $2,000 or $2,500, and 
wave the duty of separating the offices to the In- 

un De artment, instead of fixing it now, ata 

ne when, perhaps, this step ought not to be 
‘hoa remark, also, that this is a subject which 
che Committee on Indian Affairs have had before 
heen and they came to the conclusion that they 
were not prepared to recommend the separation | 
of the duties of superintendent from the Execu- 
ave of the Territories, for the reason, that in 
Washington Territory, in Utah Territory, and in | 
the Territory of New Mexico, the laws, as they | 
sow exist, confide the superintendency of Indian 
«fairs to the Executiveof the Territory. They have 

va luded to report a bill, for reasons which will 

be assigned when the bill comes forward, recom- | 
mending a separation in the Territory of Utah. 
Rut that is done for reasons applicable to that 
Territory, Which do not apply to the others. If 
we adopt the policy of separating the two classes 
of duties in the Territory of Minnesota, we shall, | 
for the Same reasons, have to separate 
them in Washington and New Mexico. We, 
therefore, thought it best to confine the innovation | 
upon the present law to the case, and in the man- 
ner which | have mentioned. 

Mr. STUART. Iam really at a loss to know 
why the Sevator fronr Arkansas, as chairman of | 
the Committe\ on Indian Affairs, should object to | 
this proposition. A littlé experience on the sub- | 
ject, it seems to me, ought to have convinced 
everybody that, as a measure of policy, there is 
nothing werse than to give the Governor of the | 
Territory the superintendency of Indian affairs. 
What has it cost the Government of the United 
States already, with the superintendency as it was 
conducted by the late Governor Ramsay, and the 
investigation of the charges brought against him ? 


aimost 


And who is satisfied with the result of the investi- || 


sation? Now, just as long as the Governor of 
the Territory has confided to him the superin- 
tendency of Indian affairs, just so long will you 
have bad management of these affairs, except | 
nee ina while, when you may secure a very re- | 
markable man. 

So satisfied was I upon this subject, that I ad- 
lressed a note to the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs yesterday morning. I have received his 
reply, which I will read: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 2 
Orrice INDIAN AFFAIRS, April 25, 1854. }§ 

Sir: | have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your | 
note of to-day, asking my ‘* opinion as to the propriety of 
separating the duties of superintendent of Indian affairs | 
from those of Governor of Minnesota,” as ‘the Indian ap 
propriation bill is now before the Senate, and”? you * wish | 
to append to it such a provision,if it meets with’? my 
* judgment.’ 

By reference to the second section of the twenty-fourth 
chapter of laws passed at the second session of the Thirty- | 
First Congress, page 586, in volume 9, you will find that 
the President has the power of suspending the execution of 
the duties of superintendent by the Governor of Minnesota. 

My individual opinion has been, and is, that the public 
iiterests, so far as Indian matters are concerned, would, in 
al! the Territories, be subserved by a separation of the two 
offices, there being no similarity in duty, or necessity for 
connection, in any respect. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. MANYPENNY, Commissioner. 
Hon. Cuartes BE. Stuart, United States Senate. 

That opinion of the Commissioner of Indian | 
Affairs the Senate will see, when I read the sec- | 
ond section of the act, is entirely in accordance | 
with the views of Congress at the time; and, as I | 
said, the exception was made in the case of Min- | 

i 
' 
| 


nesota, simply because there existed a temporary 
reason. Let us see the section: 

j al And he it further enacted, That from and after | 
wie OUT da 


6 y of June next, all laws, or parts of laws, now 
in force, 


providing for the appointment or employment of | 
‘uperintendents of Indian affairs, of whatever character, | 
or any of the Indian tribes east of the Rocky Mountains, 
and north of New Mexico and Texas, shall be, and the same 
‘re hereby, repealed ; and that the President be, and he is 
a » authorized, by and with the advice and consent of 
faire for ent to appoint three superintendents of Indian af- 
_rs for said Indians, who shall receive an annual salary 
ach of $2,000, and whose duty it shall be to exercise a 
| err Superintendance over such tribes of Indians as the 
_..aent of the United States, or the Secretary of the De 
ee of the Interior may direct, and to execute and | 
wnt, all the powers and duties now assigned by law to | 
_berintendents of Indian affairs: Provided, That an | 
*overner of Minnesota shall continue to be, ex officio, su- 





perintendent of Indian affairs for that Territory until the 
President shall otherwise direct. 

I say it will be seen that the intention of Con- 
gress was to clear out all other modes of superin- 
tending Indian affairs, and confide it to those three 
general superintendents. Look at it. There is 
one superintendent south. There is another in 
the vicinity of Missouri; and still another north, 
who resides in Wisconsin. It would make the 
provision here complete to separate those duties 
in Minnesota, and give the duty of conducting In- 
dian affairs to the superintendent in Wisconsin, 
all of which will be effected by the provision which 
the chairman of the committee has now introduced; 
but as I said before, the provision of law cannot 
be properly carried out by the President, because 
he cannot add to the salary of the Governor as 
such. 

I do not understand why we should not do right 
things in the right places. We have now under 
consideration the question of Indian superintend- 
encies. Here is the place, then, of all others, to 
make that part of it complete; and when we come 
to the other place, ! shall propose to add such sum 
to the salary of the Governor of Minnesota as 
shall place him on a proper footing. But, sir, 
there is, | apprehend, in the experience of no 
man a reason for retaining the superitendency of 
Indian affairs with the Governors of the Terri- 
tories. 1 have the authority of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, which | have just read, sanc- 
tioning that view. He says that the duties should 
be separated in all cases 

Mr. HUNTER. I think I would rather leave 
this matter to the discretion of the Executive. I 
think it would be better to do that than to make 
it imperative. I have, myself, some doubts as to 
the policy of separating the two offices. I can 
well conceive, especially in the distant Territories, 
that the two powers ought to be united in the 
hands of the Governor, who would be enabled 

| more effectually to control the Indian tribes and 
prevent wars. It may beso. For that reason it 
seems to me better to follow the suggestion of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and leave the matter 
to the discretion of the President. 

Mr. WALKER. As a member of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, I feel it my duty to say 
a few words upon this subject. I have very oppo- 
site views to those of the Senator from Virginia. 
I believe that one of the most fruitful causes of the 
difficulties among the Indian tribes, and between 
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the Indians and the whites, has been the result of | 
the inability on the part of the Governors of Ter- | 


ritories to bestow that attention to the superin- 
tendency of Indian affairs, which it was requisite 
they should bestow. We know that, at the season 
| of the year when the Indians require the supervis- 
ion of the agents, and of their superintendents, 
more than at any other time—the winter season— 


the Legislatures of the Territories are almost | 


always in session. 

| The Governor has, in the duties of his office as 
Governor, about as much to attend to as he can 
do, and very frequently more. 
when Indian affairs might call him from the seat 
of government, he cannot attend to them; but in 
the hurry of the discharge of his duty, he employs 
persons to attend to them who are frequently in- 

| adequate to the task imposed. The Indians per- 
haps dislike the person; he is odious to them; 


At those times | 


they have a contempt for him, and a collision | 


springs up between them and the Government, in 
consequence of an improper person having to at- 
tend to the duties, Difficulties begin, in conse- 
quence of the neglect, necessarily, on the part of 
| the Governor, and the Indians begin to seek to 
right their own wrongs; they make aggressions 
upon the settlements. There isno one whose spe- 
cial duty it is to superintend them, io conciliate 


them, and to supply them with what it is neces- | 


sary they should be supplied. The result is, that 
more difficulty arises in consequence of this than 
from almost any other cause. 


I do not know what would be the effect in re- | 


gard to the northern superintendency, of the adop- 
tion of the proposition offered by the Senator from 
| Michigan. Its main effect would be to separate 
the office of Governor from that of superintendent 
in Minnesota; but what effect it would have upon 
the present office—upon the present location of 
the office—I cannot determine. This much, how- 


| ever, | have determined in my own mind to do, |, tem. 





amended according to the motion of the Senator 
from Michigan; but | cannot vote for it as offered 
by the chairman of the committee. 

I can see no reason why, while there is a super- 
intendent for the North, termed the northern su- 
ae he should not, in poimt of fact, 
ave the superintendency of the Indians. It is 
his duty to attend to them; it is his duty to study 
the best policy, the best system for conducting 
the business of the office, and to communicate fre- 
quently with the Indian Bureau. It is his busi- 
ness to learn, and to practice what he learns, in 
regard tothem. It cannot be so with the Gov- 
ernor. | believe that one of the most efficient 
officers of the United States, in the Indian service, 
is the individual who now discharges the duties 
of the northern superintendency. I believe that 
he could take charge, as superintendent, of all the 
Indians in the northwest, and discharge the duties 
to them more faithfully, and serve their interests 
and those of the Government better, than the Gov- 
ernor of Minnesota, who has a great amount of 
duty resting upon him as Governor, can possibly 
do. I say this with some considerable knowledge 
of Indian matters in that portion of the country. It 
is wheremy home is. With many of the individ- 
uals of these tribes, their chiefs, &c., f am person- 
ally acquainted, and | know their great solicitude 
to have some one as their superintendent, oragent, 
or ** local father,’’ as they term him, who shall 
give his undivided attention to their affairs. I do 
not think those affairs can receive that attention 
so long as the Governor has to divide his time 
and aitention between the duties of his office as 
Governor and those of superintendent of Indian 
affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, ! have creat 
doubts about the propriety of adopting an amend- 
ment like that of the Senator from Michigan. It 
contemplates a change in our Indian department 
—a very radical and sweeping change. Hereto- 
fore it has been the custom that the Governors of 
Territories shall be superintendents of Indian af- 
fairs. In Oregon, I think such is the case now; and 
in Utah, andin New Mexicoalso. It has usually 
been the casein all Territories. | have never heard 
any complaints of that mode of conducting Indian 
affairs. If our forty or fifty years’ experience 
has proved that it is nota proper and efficient 
mode of conducting them, it would be a good 
reason fora change; but I do think that itisa 
change of that sweeping character that ought to 
be well matured by the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, and brought forward in an Indian bill by those 
who have directed their attention to the subject, 
and not sprung upon us suddenly by way of an 
amendment to the Indian appropriation bill. 

J think it ought also to be general. [| know of 
no reason why this change should take place in 
Minnesota, that would not apply to the other Ter- 
ritories; and, sir, if we are to make a general 
change, I certainly am not prepared to act upon 
it until | can hear from those who understand 
the question better. | am not aware that there is 
any reason applying to Minnesota that does not 
apply elsewhere. I do not understand, there- 
fore, on what ground it is brought in at this time 
and place, and not applied to the other Territo- 
ries. 

But, again, if we should conclude to dispense 
with the services of the Governors of Territories, 
as superintendents of Indian affairs, another ques- 
tion very properly arises. The salaries of the 
Governors then would necessarily have to be 
raised. The form of the territorial laws now is, 
that the Governor receives $1,500 or $1,000 a 
year as Governor, and $1,500 or $1,000 as super- 
intendent. The effect of the amendment to the 
amendment would be, to leave the Governor with 
a salary that is not sufficient to defray his ex- 
penses at all. The same act that provides for 
releasing him from his Indian duties, and thereby 
takes away one half of his salary, certainly ought 
to provide for an adequate salary for him in his 
capacity as Governor. 

nasmuch, therefore, as it involves other mat- 
ters that require consideration, that of what the 
proper salary of the Governor should be when 
released from these duties, and as it should apply 
to other Territories and involve a general rule, [ 
think the Committee on Indian Affaira ought to 
take charge of it, and bring forward a new sys- 
If they think the present system ought to 


| to vote for the proposition of the committee, if || be changed, I should certainly defer to their bet» 
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ter opportunities of knowing—to their better in- 
formation upon this subject—than I can possess. 
Mr. STUART. The Senator from Illinois 
evidently has not looked at this subject with his 
usual attention. He says he sees no reason why 


this should be done in this case, and not in Ore- | 
gon or Washington Territory, for instance. The | 


reason is contained in the very act to which I 
alluded. 
tendencies of a minor character east of the Rock 
Mountains, the object of which was to place all 
the Indians east of those mountains under the 
three superintendents provided for in the law. 


Then Mr, Sibley, the Delegate for Minnesota in | 


the other House, suggested that, inasmuch as the 


The law of 1851 abolished all superin- || 


Governor of that Territory at that time was en- | 


gaged in making a treaty with some Indians in 
that Territory, it would be best to form a tempo- 
rary exception, so that he might carry out that 
object. 

Ihe three superintendents east of the Rocky 
Mountains have control of all Indian affairs, ex- 
ceptin the Territory of Minnesota; and this excep- 
tion was made for the purpose to which I have 
alluded. The Senator will see, therefore, that 
west of the Rocky Mountains, on the Pacific side, 


_where there are no general superintendents, the 


reason exists for keeping the superintendencies in 


the hands of the Governors, although the letter | 


which I have read from the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, states that, in his opinion, they 
ought to be separated in all cases. The system 
is complete when you carry out what the Legis- 
lature, in 1851, intendedto carry out. You abol- 
ished all minor superintendencies, and placed the 
whole in the hands ofthree general superintendents. 
We have the third general superintendent in the 
person of Mr. Huebschmann, in Wisconsin, who 
can superintend these affairs in Minnesota, as well 
as those which he has now under his charge. 
far as regards the duties of the Governor, | intend 
to move, if nobody else does, to increase his sal- 
ary up to the proper point—say $2,000 or $2,500; 


we have a northern superintendent, an officer 
who can take charge of the Indian affairs and 
relieve the Government of them. As for the gen- 
tleman who is Governor, | have no doubt he 
is as competent, and will as faithfully discharge 
the duties of superintendent, as any other man in 
America, but he cannot do it properly and attend 
to his other duties. Suppose that, during the ses- 
sion of the Legislature in winter, a difficulty arises 
with the Indians; it becomes his duty to leave the 
seat of government; the law compels him to doit, 
and go among the Indians. What is he going to 
do? He must seek the agency of some irrespon- 
sible person, and send him there, and ten to one 
he is not the man to reconcile matters with the In- 
dians. The Govemor cannot go himself in per- 
son, for he has to be at the seat of government in 
attendance upon the Legislature, and hence very 
often these difficulties arise. I think it is well to 
get rid of the exception made in the law of 1851, 
and place the Indians where they are placed every- 
where else east of the Rocky Mountains, under 


|| the superintendency of the superintendent of In- 


So | 


for, so far as I am concerned, ! will vote for either. | 


It need not be done here, if this is not the proper 
place; but this is the proper place to perfect 


what the Congress of 185] intended to perfect in | 


reference to Indian superintendencies. The Sen- 
ator will see that the reason exists in full force. 
tere are three general superintendents provided 
for; and the effect of my amendment is simply to 
obviate an exception which, at the time, was made 
fora mere temporary purpose; and I say again, 
that the experience which we have had in Min- 
nesota, under Governor Ramsay, the amount it 
has cost the Government, and the difficulties which 
have grown out of it, admonish us that the Con- 
gress in 1851 were wise in these general provis- 
ions. 


each other. 
other. Whatis said by the Senator from Wis- 
consin, one of the Committee on Indian Affairs, is 
said with great truth and force. It was the exist- 
ence of all these things that induced Congress, in 
1851, to abolish all other means, and regulate it 
by the appointment of three superintendents. [| 
am very much disinclined to consume the time of 
the Senate on this subject; but I confess that, to 
my mind, the proposition is one of the plainest in 
the world. 

Mr. WALKER. I think the Senator from IIli- 
nois will discover, when the facts are fully pre- 
sented, thathis views are the very reverse of what 
they ought to be. He assumes that the general 
rule now is, that the Governor shall, ex officio, dis- 
charge the duties of superintendent, and that we 
are about to make an exception to that general 
rule in the case of Minnesota. The reverse is the 
fact. He will perceive that, under the law which 
it 18 now proposed to amend, the general rule 
is made that the Governor shall not be, ex officio, 
superintendent, but that there shall be super- 
intendents of Indian affairs appointed, though 
for the reason mentioned by the Senator from 
Michigan--that at that time the Governor of Min- 
nesota was negotiating treaties—that locality was 
made an exception to the general rule. “It is 
to get rid of that exception, that the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Michigan is designed. 
There exists now, east of the Rocky Mount- 
ains, this exception, in the case of Minnesota. 
Perhaps it would be well for it to exist, pro- 
vided we had no northern superintendent; but 


The Commissioner says, in his letter, that | 
the business of the two offices has no relation to || 
The duties are inconsistent with each || 





| plated in our 


dian affairs proper. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It is true, as the Senator 
from Michigan has said, that I do not understand 
this question as well as I should if I had thor- 
oughly investigated it. | had not turned my 
attention specially to it for the reason that I had 
no idea such a proposition would be made ona 
motion to amend the Indian appropriation bill, 
and that if any such radical change was contem- 

cae affairs, | presumed it would 
come from the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
that I should have time to examine it. The act 
of 1851 does provide that the superintendencies 
shall be dispensed with east of the Rocky Mount- 
ains and north of New Mexico, except that in 
Minnesota, where the Governor shall continue, 
ex Qfficio, superintendent of Indian affairs, unless 
the President of the United States shall relieve 
him therefrom. Then, as under this law as it is 
the President of the United States has the power 
to-day to make this very change as to that Terri- 
tory, if he sees proper, why the necessity of this 
provision on the subject? 

Mr. STUART. TheSenator did not hear what 
I said in the outset. The object is this: the Pres- 


| ident, as the matter stands, would not separate 


|| these duties, and leave the Governor only $1,500 a 
| year. 


It would not be fair. He can separate the 


| duties, but he cannot increase the salary. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Exactly. 

Mr. STUART. Therefore, there is the neces- 
= legislate on the subject. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I know; butstill, in this le- 
gislation you do not propose to increase the salary. 
You only propose in this bill todo what the Pres- 
ident is authorized to do under the existing law. 
I take it for granted that if, in the estimation of 
the President, the public interest required this 
change, he would have made it before this time. I 
take it for granted, that if, in his estimation, the 
public interest should hereafter require the change, 


| he will make it under the existing law. By your 


amendment you only require it to be imperative 
upon him to make a change which hé@ is author- 


| ized to make, if he thinks his duty and the public 


_ interest require it. 


Hence, there is no necessity 


/ connected with the public service to do this act, 


| dian affairs. 


unless you believe that the President does not 
understand, or is not willing to perform his duty 
under the law. 

But, sir, | cannot really understand that this is 
an exception to the general rule. ‘The general rule 
has been, in this country, to make the Governors 
of the Territories ex gfficio superintendents of In- 
I know that under peculiar emer- 


| gencies you have sometimes required the appoint- 





ment of an extra superintendent; but the general 


| rule has been that the Governor shall ex officio be 
It was so in Iowa, it was so in | 


superintendent. 
Wisconsin, in Missouri, in Michigan, in Oregon, 
in Minnesota, in all the Territories. 


in Oregon recently; but if so it has been in this 
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I am not | 
| certain but that some slight change has been made 


indirect mode, and without due reflection and in- | 


vestigation. 
But why should there be a difference between 
te superintendencies east and west of the Rocky 


ountains? If the Governor is a proper superin- | 


| 
| 
i 


i 


i 


tendent west, [ suppose he isa proper superintend- | 


ent east. Certainly that range of mountains does || 
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your Governors, or in their duties or Capacity, or 
the nature of the Indians, or the duties towanks 
them, as to require one system of policy on the ee 
and another on the west side. I think, therefore 
that this attempt to adopt one system in one place’ 
and another one in another place, on the suggestion, 
of members or of particular officers, without havine 
the whole subject investigated, is calculated to lead 
to confusion. I repeat, if you will show me tha; 
the Governor is so much engaged that he canno; 
perform his duties as superintendent, I am willins 
upon a bill to be reported by the Committee 9, 
Indian Affairs, carefully matured, to make , 
change; but I wish to make it everywhere, and no, 
make an exception of one Territory when no good 
reason for that exception can be pointed out, 

The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. Warxeg) 
says, that the Governor has to be at the seat of 
government to attend on the Legislature, and has 
not time to attend to those duties. He has to be 
at the seat of government not exceeding fort 
days in the year. Your law provides that the 
Legislature shall only continue in session forty 
days in twelve months. I should think that the 
Governor might attend the rest of the time to 
Indian affairs. 

Mr. WALKER. Has he not other duties tp 
attend to? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly; he has othe 
duties, but duties that can be performed in one 
part of the Territory almost as well as,in another 
At any rate, if he cannot attend to those duties, 
the same objection applies to New Mexico; why 
not make the change there? If the Governor of 
Minnesota cannot perform both those duties, or 
cannot be permitted to absent himself from the 
seat of government to superintend the Indian 
affairs in Minnesota, how can the Governor of 
New Mexico do it there? 

No WALKER. They ought to be separated 
there. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then, if they ought to be 
separated in New Mexico, why not separate 
them in Utah? 

Mr. STUART. The Committee on Indian Af. 
fairs are going to report a bill to do so. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The committee, you say, 
are going to do that; then, if it is done in Utah, 
why not also in Washington and Oregon, if it 
has not already been done there? 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Will the Senator from 
Illinois allow me to correct him? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. From the tenor of his 
remarks, I suppose the Senator takes it for 
granted, that the committee have recommended 
this separation ? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. No; I do not understand it 
so. I was pursuing the train of remark because 
these gentlemen [Messrs. Stuart and Wa ke) 
were arguing in derogation of the committee, s 
far as | am informed. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. The committee have rec- 
ommended simply to make the location or seat of 
the superintendencies movable—nothing more 
The proposition to separate the superintendeney 
from the governorship comes from the Senator 
from Michigan. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am very glad to hear ths! 
explanation. I supposed that such was the case, 
and | was arguing in the manner [ was pursuing, 
because the Committee on Indian Affairs had been 
deprived of their legitimate functions, and had no! 
had charge of the subject. It was a reason why 
it should go to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
We know that that committee have devoted thei 
attention to Indian affairs, and understand these 
questions much better than the other members of 
the Senatedo. We know that the chairman [Mr 
SepastTian] has devoted his attention to them unt! 
he is perfectly acquainted with the question In & 
its bearings; and, 1 think, that u proposition # 


sweeping as this, ought to have come from a 
committee, and not been brought in by eee 
connected with the committee at all. ‘That 1s * 


reason I was arguing upon that point. _ . 

As to the recommendation of the committee, that 
the President might change the seats of the sup¢"” 
intendents, I think it is es and right. Oneo 
them is located now in gt ouis. here are De 
Indians within many hundred miles of that ~ 
By changing his locality from there to St. Josep ; 
ahesdar, or the oui of the Kansas, or so 


not make such a difference either in the powers of |! other proper point, it is possible he might be 
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